19/ 07/ 2004
Landscape and garden show

By Shuib Taib

IT Sall pretty sights and beautiful snmells at Perdana Lake Gardens in
Kual a Lunpur where the Mal aysi an | nternati onal Landscape and Garden
Festival is being held until Sunday.

Inline with the Government's plan to make Mal aysi a a garden nati on by
2005, Laman 2004, as it is called, covers 29 hectares and is the platform
of not only innovative garden and floral displays but al so a showcase for
products and servi ces.

Organi sed by the National Landscape Departnent, hosted by Kual a Lunpur
City Hall and managed by Festival Laman 2004, the event is expected to be
t he bi ggest garden festival in Asia.

The brainchild of former Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, it has
drawn garden ent husi asts, floral designers, gardening retailers,
hormeowners as wel |l as those in the | andscape i ndustry, such as exterior
furniture i nporters and even housi ng devel opers.

There are at | east 150 garden desi gns on di splay, featuring works by
| ocal governments, city councils, conpanies and universities.

Anong t he participants are SP Seti a Bhd, Al pi ne Dynanmics (M Sdn Bhd,

t he Johor State Landscape Departnent, Johor district councils, the
Nati onal Par ks Board of Singapore and the Dutch enbassy.

Kej urut eraan Keseni an Hua May's entry, the Water Feng Shui Garden, is an
intriguing entry.

Equal |y eye-catching is the section by Shrubs and Creepers, featuring "a
garden that doesn't quite exist, the Malay Garden," said its owner, Rudin
Hasan.

Rudin's collection of wild and scented plants features those one
normal Iy found i n a kampung, such as nelor, kel adi, pisang, hibiscus and
pucuk rebung.

Uni versiti Putra Mal aysia, International |slanic University of Ml aysi a,
Universiti Teknol ogi Mara, Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia and Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysi a al so took part the exhibition and nost chose recycling as
the theme

Visitors can al so check out kiosks selling handicraft and a "Ml aysi an
Vil l age" section showcasing i nteresting aspects of Mal aysian culture.

Visitors will also be treated to performances and denonstrations at the
mai n stage area

The Mal aysi a | nternati onal Landscape and Garden Festival is open from
llamto 10pm Entrance fee is RM for adults, RML for children aged
bet ween six and 12 and free for children bel ow six.

On Saturday, visitors are advised to use public transport and shuttle
services provided at the KL Sentral Station, Gty Hall Headquarters and
the Nati onal Mosque. The services are avail abl e every half hour starting
from10.30amand the last trip fromLake Gardens is at 10.30pm

The shuttle will run daily during the festival. Entrance to Lanan 2004
are via Kel ab Perdana Di Raj a, Pustaka Perkhi dmatan Awam KL and at the rear
of the National Miseum

For nmore information, call Festival Laman 2004 Sdn Bhd at 03-2698711 or
012-210- 4068 or visit the website at www. | aman2004. com
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