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Mal aysia a big nane on South Africa' s map

By Bal an Mbses

JOY was witten on the face of Dr AbrahamS. Nkonp as he watched the life
tel ecast of the installation of South African President Thabo Moeki for a
second term

The South African H gh Conmi ssioner had been watching the famliar faces
flashing on the tel evision screen since early | ast Tuesday as his country
celebrated its 10th Freedom Day.

In simlar scenes around South Africa, people were rejoicing as they
cel ebrated anew freedomfromthe shackl es of apartheid and its attendant
rul es that had once kept themfromrealising their potential.

The nedi cal practitioner-turned-diplomat, always ready with suitable
words to descri be any situation, was at a nonentary |loss for words as this
writer asked for conments on the situation.

The poi gnance of the situati on may have been overwhel mi ng as he remai ned
glued to the tel evision in the H gh Conm ssion in Kuala Lunpur, acutely
awar e that he was thousands of kilonetres away fromthe action.

But Nkonmp was qui ckly back with words that probably reflected the
sentinments of mllion of his fellow South Africans that day: "It's a great
day for South Africa."

And it was a day that coul d not have been i magi ned not too | ong before
1994 when the African National Congress swept into power, sending
apartheid into oblivion.

It has been a long road for the the African National Congress (ANC),

Nel son Mandel a, Moeki and others at the hel mof the party who have st eered
the nation to success since 1994.

"The Government has perfornmed exceedi ngly well and in doi ng so has
answer ed t hose who spoke of the (proverbial) day after (freedom and
whet her t he new Sout h African | eadershi p coul d manage to keep the country
together," he said in an interview

Nkono hinsel f is proof of the fact that the ANC and t he peopl e of South
Africa have accepted t he baton of | eadership wi th consi derabl e ease from
the previous regime.

South Africa-Malaysia relations is also testinony of howfar the nation
has cone fromthe dreaded days of apartheid when it was | argely excl uded
frominternational affairs because of domestic policies.

Today, Malaysia is a big name in South Africa, in both the political and
economi ¢ senses.

There was a tenporary setback in the | ate 1990s when t he Asian Fi nanci al
Crisis took the nomentumout of joint economic activities, which at that
poi nt had seen RV6 billion in Mal aysian i nvestnent in the nation.

"I't was of such a magnitude that Mal aysi a was up there anpong the | eaders
interns of investment. But the Asian Financial Crisis put paidto the
nmonentum But we are well on our way towards getting back there."

Headi ng the effort is Tel ekom Mal aysi a, whi ch has hel ped with the
initial public offer for Tel kom South Africa, an initiative that has been
a resoundi ng success.

The high visibility that Tel ekomMal aysi a has assumed i n South Africa
was clearly evident at the FreedomDay cel ebrations in Kual a Lunpur | ast
Wednesday when the nanes of the two tel ecommunications giants were
prom nent.

"Mal aysi a has played a sterling role in the political and economi c
devel oprment of South Africa. Both our nations are destined to work



together in many things to come," he said.

One area in which both nations have al ready worked out a heal t hy worki ng
rel ati onship involves the Non-Ali gned Movenment where Mal aysia is the
i ncunmbent chai rman and South Africa the i nmedi at e past chai rman.

They are i n comuni cation t hrough Nkonmo and t he Mal aysi an secti on on NAM
in Wsnma Putra headed by Ambassador Tan Sri Hasny Agam

Hasny has been tasked with the job of liaising with his counterparts in
South Africa and Cuba, which has been el ected the next chairman.

The troika will neet in Kuala Lunmpur on May 13 to di scuss the tense
situation in Pal estine and steps to be taken to bring peace to the
troubl ed | and.

Nkormo is in the thick of discussions with Mal aysian authorities on the
matter.

"The South African experience in fighting for freedomand equality has
pl aced the nation in the best possible positioninthe peace process.
South Africa and Mal aysi a can work together inthis effort.

"Mal aysi a has hel ped us in the past when we needed hel p and | amsure
that we can work together to bring peace to Pal estine."

Two nanes indelibly linked to South Africa's past - Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Mandel a - cane up at this point.

Nkono sai d both | eaders had pl ayed i nportant roles in charting a future
for South Africa with "Mandel a having a special relationship with Dr
Mahat hir".

Mal aysi ans are al so naki ng waves in areas |i ke property devel opnent and
the leisure resort industry.

Tan Sri Lee KimYew of Country Heights is proving that his reputation as
a builder is well earned with his interests in a golf club in the
excl usi ve Pecanwood ar ea.

There is al so Mal aysian interest in property devel opnent in the M d-Rand
area with the Mal aysi an Resources Corporation Berhad believed to be
| ooking at a project in the Paarl Valley area.

"Things are | ooking up. W are ready for Ml aysians to cone in to help
us in various areas," he said, adding that the tel ecomuni cations fields
was ripe for investnent.

Nkonp said that while South Africa nay be seen in nany respects as a
devel oped country, there were actually two parallel econom es.

"The first is the nore devel oped econony of the pre-freedomdays with
t he ot her being the econony linked to those who had m ssed out on the
earlier era.”

This is where he feels Mal aysia and other countries with specific
expertise and conmonal ities can enter with assi stance.

"There is a lot to be done and we cannot do it alone. This is a
wonderful tinme for Mal aysi an captains of industry to nove in."

The bil ateral relationship has al so devel oped on the educati onal and
cultural fronts with 89 South Africans at the Miultinmedia University in
Cyberj aya here.

The South African effort to enlist Malaysia's help in wal king the road
of devel opment may i ncl ude an unli kely mani festation: a Putrajaya | ook-
alike in the country.

Nkono is not saying it but this could be the crowning glory of the
bil ateral relationship.

Note: The | atest bil ateral trade bal ance stands i n Mal aysi a's favour
with RML.3 billion worth of products exported to South Africa and RVMBOO
mllion inported fromthat country.
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