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U TMgrads in great demand

Sabariah Sal |l eh

STUDENTS dressed i n robes and nortar boards forned a | ong queue while
nervously waiting for their turnto enter Dewan Sri Budi man, Universiti
Teknol ogi Mara (Ui TM, Shah Al am

As they slowy took their seats in the hall, ganelan nusic filled the
air.

Nervous gi ggl es and excited nmurnurs stopped and heads turned as Yang-Di
Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin wal ked into the hall.

The experience of being conferred your first degree or diploma is
sonmet hing that will be remenbered al ways.

At UTM two students fromthe faculty of Architecture, Planning and
Surveying will be awarded a doctorate. They are anpbng 12, 483 st udents who
wi || be graduating with dipl omas, degree and doctorates at U TM s 59th
convocati on.

Hel d between April 15 and April 24, the convocationis also UTM s 6th
commenor ati ve convocation as forner Prine M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
wi || be awar ded an honorary doctorate of Government and Political Science.

U TM deputy Vi ce- Chancel | or (Academni c) Professor Datuk Dr Ahnmad
Zai nuddi n sai d the university had a warmand neani ngful relationshipwth
Dr Mahathir as it was he who declared the then Mara Institute to be a
fully-fledged university in 1999.

"W appreciate Dr Mahathir's efforts in devel opi ng Mal aysi a, especially
in terns of education.

"He has al ways encouraged universities to create |linkages with the
i ndustry. This way, our graduates will be prepared to enter the working
worl d," he said.

This year, U TM produced 105 first-class graduates conpared with 77
graduates in Cctober.

"W hope to increase the nunber of first-class graduates by 30 to 40 per
cent in the near future.

"As it is, about 4,000 students nanage to be on the dean's |ist every
senmest er. However, not nmany can nmaintain their grades as they progress to
their final year," he said.

Therefore, he said, the university constantly encouraged | ecturers to
pay attention to excellent students.

"However, this doesn't nean that other students are ignored," he said.

Facul ty nmenmbers redefine what they teach and how they teach it, ensuring
that the best traditions of the acadeny are nerged with the nost | atest
updat es.

Seventy-six students will receive the vice-chancellor's award for their
achi evenent in nmaintaining acunul ative grade poi nt average (CGPA) of 3.5
and above.

U TMis one of Malaysia's 17 public institution of higher learning. It
has experienced a phenonenal growth since its inceptionin 1956.

It has expanded nationwi de with three satellite canpuses, 12 branch
canpuses, six city campuses and 25 franchi se col | eges.

It has a broad range of disciplines that can be divided into three
cat egories: Science and Technol ogy, Soci al Sci ence and Managenent Sci ence.

These categories include U TMs 24 faculties and over 200 acadenic
pr ogr anmes.

Its curriculumtakes into account the abilities and skills of its
students. Most of its students are hired well before their convocati on.



"In a questionaire distributed to our graduates, we found out that
within the first six nonths of finishing their studies, alot of them
managed to find a job related to the programe they studi ed.

"Qur graduates are ready for the job market as our progranmes equi pped
themwi th a strong theretical foundation, coupled w th hands-on experience
t hat they acquired whil e doing their practical attachnent in reputable
conpani es, " he said. Besides that, U TMstudents have excel |l ent
conmuni cati on skills.

"Qur nmediumof instructionis English. Therefore, nost of our students
don' t have probl ens adapting to an i nternational working environment," he
added.

For details, log on to: www. uitm edu. ny
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