16/ 05/ 2004
Call to teach abacus, nental arithnetic in Mandarin

By Ranl an Sai d; Li m Chee Wi

THE edi torial in Nanyang Si ang Pau yesterday called for Mandarin to be
made t he mai n medi umin the teachi ng of abacus and nental arithnmetic in
Chi nese primary school s.

This was in response to a report on Friday in which Deputy Educati on
M ni ster Dat uk Hon Choon Ki mannounced that the two subjects woul d be
introduced in Standard One in all types of schools fromnext year.

According to Hon, schools need not allocate additional periods to teach
t he subj ects. There were reports that the Education M nistry preferred
school s to teach the new subj ects in English, but Hon sai d Chi nese school s
coul d deci de on which | anguage to use.

Under the ministry's plan, Hon said, Chinese schools could allocate two
out of its six Mandarin periods or use two of its four English periods to
teach the subjects.

The editorial surmised that Hon's remarks had cl eared doubts on t he
medi um of instruction for the two subjects, a potential controversy as far
as Chi nese school s were concer ned.

Prai sing forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for naki ng abacus
and nmental arithmetic part of the education systemseven years ago, the
daily believed the nove woul d not burden pupils.

In other news, president of the Chinese Federation (Huazhong) Dat uk Seri
Li md ok Tong was reported as saying that it would continue with the
practice of consensus-buil ding in addressing issues concerning the Chinese
comuni ty.

Reported i n Nanyang, Limsaid the federation would continue to
comuni cate wi th the Government and non-gover nnent al organi sations on
probl em sol vi ng.
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