26/ 02/ 2004
Panel satisfied with outcone of demands

Sheri dan Mahavera

SIK, Wed. - The fact that they were | abell ed the "JKKK Penent ang

Keraj aan"" (Anti-Governnent village comittee nmenbers) did not deter the
el ders of Kanpung Sungai Batang frompressing their case with the

Gover nnent .

At stake was not just their houses which they were told to evacuate to
make way for the Beris Damproject, but the prospect of giving up the | and
that the grandparents of their grandparents had |ived and di ed on

And it did not help that a district officer had told themthat they
woul d not get one sen or one inch of land in return for the small hol di ngs
that they were to give up for the project.

"W really opposed this project when we were infornmed in 1992 about it.
The Governnent had told us to nove, the whol e kanpung and five ot hers were
just told to pack up and | eave.

"When we asked hi mabout conpensation, he just shrugged and lifted his
hands with the "I don't know | ook on his face'," said Baharuddi n Hassan
47, rem ni sci ng about the ti me when he and fewothers forned a conmittee
to press the villagers' rights to the Governnent.

He was interviewed at his house in the Bandar Baru Beris Jaya
resettl ement schene.

Bahar uddi n, who i s Kanpung Sungai Batang Vill age Security and
Devel oprent conmmittee nmenber, said the conmittee to oppose the damproj ect
had even gone so far to neet then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
inthe latter's office in 1995.

"W went to see himand he explained to us why the project had to
proceed. W cane back feeling dejected because we knew we had to nove out.
So it was back to square one," he said.

It was then that the comm ttee deci ded to appeal for conpensation and
the nenbers drew up a list of 14 itens which they requested that the
Government ful fill.

Anong the terns they had asked for was that the Government conpensate
themfor their houses and | and, and that they be resettl ed sonme where
close by with accessible facilities such as a school and nosque.

After negotiations with the Agriculture Mnistry in 1998, the Gover nnent
agreed to sone of its terns.

A settlement was built, conplete with a nosque, police station, clinic,
comuni ty hall and school, while each househol d head was pai d conpensati on
for their |land and house.

The 500 vil | agers from Kanpung Sungai Bat ang, Kanpung Kual a Sungai
Bat ang, Kanpung Bat u Seket ol , Kampung Teruas and Kanpung Car ok Tual ang al |
noved into the new settlenent in stages starting i n Decenber 2002.
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