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Book gives insight into Al -Munah

By Kasmi ah Must apha

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - It happened four years ago but the story of the Al -
Maunah gang continues to enthrall Ml aysi ans.
Sone people still shake their heads in disbelief at the very thought of

this nmotl ey group pulling off an arns heist at a mlitary canp and t hen
havi ng the audacity to ask the then Prinme M nister, Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, to make way for an Islanic adm nistration.

Some people still believe that the drama, which resulted in the death of
a Special Branch officer and a conmando, was stage-managed by a gover nnent
wanting to show t he dangers of |slamc extrem sm

A new book by Zabi di Mbohamed, | awyer for three of the gang nenbers, is
likely to answer some of the naggi ng questions over the incident in Bukit
Jenal ek, Per ak.

He cul | ed nost of the information in the book frominterviews with his
clients - Zahit Muslim Janal udi n Darus and Kamarudi n Mist af a.

The trio scoff at suggestions that the incident was stage-nanaged,
sayi ng that group | eader Mohd Amin Razali had a plan of action.

They al so said that the gravity of their action only hit themwhen they
were holed up in the jungle, surrounded by crack troops.

A few of the Al -Muwunah group wanted to surrender early.

But group | eader Mohd Ami n Razali warned themthat if they deserted, he
woul d sanction their killing.

Fearful of getting a bullet in their back, they stayed put, w shing that
t hey had not answered an adverti serment by Mohd Amin in Harakah, the Pas
newsl etter, asking for volunteers to join a silat group.

Fromthe outset, a few nenbers had sone reservations about Mohd Ami n.

They noted t hat al though he wore the garb of a religious man, spouted
verses fromthe Quran and adnoni shed foll owers for snoking, he was a
chai n- smoker .

He al so was not above nmaking a profit at the expense of his followers,
Zabidi wote. For instance, he used to buy parangs fromthe Central Market
and sell themto his followers at a profit.

Anong ot her interesting nuggets of information in the book, titled
Maunah, the Naked Truth:

* The failed attenpt by Al -Maunah nmenbers arned with a rocket-|auncher
to blowup the Carl sberg factory in Shah Alam the Qui nness Stout refinery
in Sungai Way and a Hi ndu tenple in Batu Caves.

* The belief of sone Al -Muunah nenbers that the only way to set up an
I sl am ¢ state was through force. They had given up on el ections and were
frustrated that the authorities were not giving ul ama a bigger say in
government and not all owi ng Pas to hold ceranah.

Mohd Ami n, Zahit and Jaral udi n were sentenced to death, while Kanarudin
and others were sentenced to life inprisonnent.

Zabidi, a former legal adviser to Al-Argam said that in his experience,
blind loyalty to the | eader and fanatici smwere anong the reasons why
peopl e joined cult groups.

Throwin the prom se of a better afterlife and the | eader had "nysti cal
powers", and the group woul d be assured of a better enrol nment, said
Zabi di .

"The followers would believe that the | eader is pure. They would i dolise
him Taksub with the | eader can make thembreak the | aw as the nenbers of
Al - Maunah did," he said in an interviewrecently.



Zabi di has since left legal practice and is nowa full-tinme witer. He
said | eaders of both Al -Argam and Al - Maunah were able to infl uence people
who were far nore educated than t hey were because fol l owers believed in
their abilities and promi ses.

( END)



	Book gives insight into Al-Maunah (NST 19/04/2004)

