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Git and val our of our soldiers in Canbodi a

Adrian David

A BOXX by a forner commander of the Mal aysi an battalion serving as
peacekeepers i n Canbodi a in 1992 recounts t he dedi cati on and i nspiring
courage of the men stationed there. ADRI AN DAVID wites.

THE sacrifices and experiences of Ml aysi an troops who served as
peacekeepers under the United Nations Transitional Authority i n Canbodi a
(Untac) have been conpiled in a book by Brig-Jen (Rtd) Datuk Mhanmad
Arshad Mohamad Raji .

The retired general was inspired to wite The Mal aysi an Experience in
Canbodi a not only to docunent his and the Mal aysi an battalion's (Ml batt)
experience i n Canbodi a, but also to serve as his contributionto the Arned
Forces and the nation.

"I took it as a challenge and duty to record our invol verent in hel ping
restore denocracy and peace i n Canbodi a, especially during the tense
general election," Mhanmad Arshad, 61, recounted.

He said former Arnmed Forces Chief Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Hami d,
who was then Army chief, al so encouraged himto pen the book.

In the book, he recounted the spartan lifestyle in the country, mngling
with the | ocal people and foreign troops, and the Khner Rouge threat to
Untac troops.

"In the end, we prevailed and | ost only one of our soldiers, Kpl
Magendr an Raj angham 34, not in action but to nalaria."

Mohamad Arshad was a col onel when he | ed Mal batt | fromMarch 15, 1992
to July 4, 1993 and was succeeded by Kol Mhd Zanri Ismail, who
commandered Mal batt I fromJuly 5, 1993 until Nov 4, 1993.

Mal aysi an troops, conprising 45 officers and 805 ot her ranks, were
depl oyed t o Batt anbang, Si emReap, Banteay, Meanchey and Pursat provinces
to assist inthe repatriation of refugees and di spl aced people follow ng
civil war. Mal batt | ater was i nvol ved i n t he cantonnent, di sarmanent and
denobi |l i sation of the four fuedi ng Canbodi an facti ons.

Mohamad Arshad said the whole Untac stint is firmy etched in his mnd.

"I often relate ny experiences to other soldiers, as peacekeepi ng duties
are unique in that we act as good Samaritans to avert war between
contending military factions i nstead of killing or mai mng the eneny.

"Some of the | essons highlighted in the book m ght appear critical and
may be treated with disdain by sone. But nmy intentions are without nmalice
and were witten purely for what | strongly believe in."

In the book, he spoke about the trying times and stressful period in an
uncertain environnent.

"W were constantly under physical threat fromwarring factions,

i ncl udi ng sone renegade mlitia forces. The officers and men stood up
agai nst all odds and showed no signs of noral e decay that coul d have
affected their well-being.

"I marvel at their spirit, courage and dedi cati on.

"I amfortunate to have commanded such resourceful and hardened
soldiers."”

Moharmad Arshad retired as Chief of Staff at the Arny Field Comand
Headquarters in 1998 and went into the frozen food business with his
famly.

A total of 3,000 copies of the book, printed at a total cost of RwW5, 000
and sponsored by Tenaga Nasi onal Ber had, have been published and
distributed free to soldiers. The public may borrowa copy fromlibraries.



The 162- page book was | aunched by Deputy Defence M ni ster Datuk Shafie
Apdal 1 ast nonth.

The book, Shafie said, could be a source of reference for the younger
generati on.

"Hopefully, the book will al so encourage young peopl e to serve," he
sai d.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in his foreword said the
book provided i nportant |essons. He saidit was in keeping with the
Armed Forces' desire to docunent Mal aysian troop i nvol venent in
peacekeepi ng duti es.

"Al though it took Moharmad Arshad several years to conplete the book, it
does not in any way nake his experience |l ess inportant. On the contrary,
the | essons hi ghlighted and the vari ous activities involving Mal batt w ||
make i nteresting reading for those who are to enbark on siml ar
peacekeepi ng operations in future," said Dr Mahathir.

He added that the nation should be proud of its efforts to help restore
peace i n Canbodi a.

For mer Mal aysi an anbassador to Canbodi a Dat uk Deva Mohd Ri dzamsaid t he
book canme as no surprise to hi mas he had al ways t hought of Mohanmad Arshad
as a "scholarly soldier".

"Untac, UN and his other civilian coll eagues have never failed to
descri be Mohamad Arshad as a hands-on soldier with heart. He has al ways
kept an eye on the big picture. He was a good conmander in that he was
able to draw together different interests and points of viewto achieve
results that were good for all," said Deva, addi ng that Mbohamad Arshad was
popul ar for his good hunmour and easy confidence ininteracting with
sol diers and civilian personnel.

He enphasi sed that Mohamad Arshad brought out the best in Malaysia's
expertise in the "hearts and nminds" canpaign as well as in terns of the
Mal aysi an sense of "fair play" in dealing with the arm es of the four
Khner factions.

Since Malaysia's first involvenent in UN peacekeeping mi ssions in Congo
in 1960, it has continued to support the UNinits mssionto pronote
peace and har nony wor | dw de.

One commendabl e i ssion was i n Somalia, where our troops played a key
role in assisting allied forces to rescue trapped United States Rangers
following an assault by arnmed nen at the Bakara market in 1993.

A Mal aysi an sol di er was killed and several others injured in the
operation. The mi ssion was subsequently portrayed in the Hol | ywood novi e
Bl ack Hawk Down, which however failed to give due credit to Ml aysi a.

Such exenpl ary commtnment | ed to Mal aysi ans |i ke Jen Dat uk Aboo Samah
Aboo Bakar bei ng appoi nt ed commander of the nmultinational forcein Somalia
in 1994, and Lt-Jen Datuk Pahl awan Khai ruddi n Mat Yusof | eading the UN
peacekeeping force in Tinor Leste fromAugust 2003 until now.

To date, Mal aysi a has participated in 20 UN nissions, including inthe
Bal kans and Canbodi a, i nvol ving 18, 000 troops. At present, 66 officers and
11 other ranks are serving as UN observers in Wstern Sahara, Kosovo,

Ti mor Leste, Sierra Leone, Congo, Eritreal/ Ethopia and Liberi a.
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