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First cut is the deepest, nost tines

By Ahirudin Attan

THEY SAY THERE' S NOTHING | i ke the first tinme. So Lennard Lee Yu We, even
t hough he did the English Channel an i ncredi bl e seven hours faster than
Abdul Malik Mydin, was still only the second Mal aysian to have done it.

But | can't agree nore with reader LK of Damansara, who poi nted out that
even though it wasn' t the first tinme a Mal aysi an had crossed the 33. 6km
Channel , Lennard's 9hr 45mn swimon July 13 was a nost remarkabl e
achi everrent nonet hel ess.

And she t hought newspaper editors (this witer included) shoul d have
gi ven himgreater prom nence. In her Letter to the Editor published by the
Mal ay Mail, LK said apart fromhaving news of his feat buried in nost of
the nation's dailies, the young Lennard al so di d not receive the attention
and accol ades that Malik did.

"Granted, he is the second Mal aysi an to achi eve this feat, but
consi dering the manner in which he achieved this, | believe that there has
been a gross injustice in howthis young Mal aysi an has been treated," she
added.

Lennard didn't just inprove the tine recorded by a Mal aysian to swim
across the Channel but he proves to have a big heart as well. Al proceeds
collected fromhis supporters have gone to charity. He al so rai sed
ST®&2, 340 (RML6, 380) to register and train, which covered the cost of
hiring a boat, to acconpany hi mduring the swim He had no bi g sponsors,
recei ved no pl edges fromcorporate citizens and approached no politician
for support, which nade his feat even nore renarkabl e, LK sai d.

"Coupled with the fact he is a nmedi cal student at Canbridge and had to
juggl e his hectic university schedule with training, | believe that
Lennard shoul d be given the necessary dues by t he Mal aysi an public.

"I, along with scores of other Ml aysi ans, amvery proud of Lennard Lee
and woul d i ke to wi sh hi mSyabas as he truly anplifies the spirit of
Mal aysi a Bol eh and shoul d be treated as a Wra Negara, al ong with other
exenpl ary Mal aysi ans who have shattered records in their own respective
ways, " LK added

When Mal ik, 29, conpleted the sw macross the Channel in 17 gruelling
hours on August 3 | ast year, he was hailed a national hero. Anong ot her
things, he was given an apartnment by the Penang State government. He was
al so awarded the title "Datuk".

Anot her ordi nary Mat who became a "Datuk” and a cel ebrity was Azhar
Mansur, who becane the first Mal aysian to sail around the world solo in
1999. (If you ask me, 1'd say Lennard shoul d be given a datukship for the
| ast 100 neters' butterfly finish alone. Such strength and cheek!)

Magendr an Munusany and Mohandas Nagappan reached M Everest in 1997. No
dat ukshi p but both were gi ven pronotions by their bosses and sone cash
i ncentives. There have been ot her acconplishnents and ot her attenpted
"firsts" as well as nmany nmore who failed trying.

| amwholly with LK and the other readers who wote in and called up to
di scuss Lennard's feat. Yes, Malik was the first but Lennard's
acconpl i shment was first class too. He deserves our show of appreciation
our appl aud. What Lennard has done is to inspire us to go beyond j ust
being the first but to i nprove on whatever the first has achi eved.

LK woul d have realised that our | eaders, at |east, were well aware of
the lad's effort. Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sent hima
note of "~ Syabas' the very next day. The support of the nation's | eaders



counts for alot. | met a chap who is nmaking preparations to ride a
not orcycl e, solo, through 48 countries to conmenorate the country's 48th
year of Merdeka next year

Nor man wanted to do "sonething really special for the country" but
bef ore he enbarks on the four-nonth journey through, he' d need the
"consent" of the Prime Mnister. He got that green light earlier this
nmonth, soit's all systens go

There is al so anot her young | ad who is doing a "first". Kamal Affandi
Hashim an ex-cop, has been on the road since June 10 on a solo anti-crinme
canpai gn. From Kangar to Johor Baru, and armed just with a great
convi ction, Kamal conducts workshops and neet-the-peopl e sessions at bus
stops, comuni ty halls and shoppi ng centres. Corporate sponsorshi p was not
very forthcom ng, so Kanal was thankful to Naza Motors for | ending hima
car for himto travel fromone place to another and sonetinmes to spend t he
night in while waiting for the next day and t he next workshop.

Fai thful readers of the Malay Mail woul d have read his weekly col ums in
the tabloid and a few news briefs now and then to update readers of his
progress and wher eabout. What Kanmal is doing is nowhere close to the feats
of the likes of Azhar and Malik, or even Lennard, but he deserves a | ot
nore all the sane, and not just in terms of colum-inches in the
newspapers.

( END)
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