12/ 06/ 2004

Dr M Tinber valued at RMLOO, 000 a gift fromhead of governnent

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - The tinber given to Zi nbabwean Presi dent Robert Migabe
was not a personal gift, said former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

It was a gift froma head of governnent to a foreign head of state
which i s the usual practice anong world | eaders, he said.

"If he had not been a President, we would not have givenit to him W
gave it to himin his capacity as President,"” he told a Press conference
at the Yayasan Kepi npi nan Per dana today.

It was recently reported that Mal aysi a had gi ven ti nber to Miugabe for
t he construction of his five mllion pound (about RMB4 nillion) mansion in
a suburb near Harare

Dr Mahathir said the tinber, valued at RMLOO, 000, was gi ven to Migabe
after | earning that the presi dent was pl anning to construct a buil di ng.

He said it was for wood panelling in the house.

He sai d he coul d not have foreseen that foreign | eaders who recei ved
gifts fromMal aysia woul d | ater be considered dictators, corrupt or evil
persons.

The Governnent had in the past given tinber to many worl d bodi es, such
as the United Nations and Unesco, he added. It had al so given furniture to
the I nternational Labour Organisation to introduce Ml aysian tinber
products.

He said if presenting the gift to Migabe was consi dered an of fence, he
was prepared to be charged for all egedly abusing his power.

"I't will not be a problemto nme. | have carried out my duties sincerely
and | practised what i s being done by other national |eaders.”

On reports that have given the i npression that the Ml aysi an Gover nnment
had funded a | arge portion of Migabe's mansion, Dr Mahathir said it was
British propaganda as t hey hat ed Migabe for repossessing |and fromthe
Whi t es.

"Miugabe is ny friend but | befriend all people. Fujinori is also ny
friend and so is Pak Harto (forner Indonesi an President Suharto)," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

( END)
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