16/ 01/ 2004
M ssing ny nemesis

A Kadir Jasin
THISONEis for I, the Joker the Extrenely Great Teadrinker.

Wherever you are, | wi sh you a Happy New Year. Belated it may be, but
this greeting means a lot to ne.

I was away in my little hometown i n Kedah during the New Year. Away from
t he excitenent of the KLCC and Sel angor Padang count down, the New Year
cane quietly and without fanfare.

Only the half noon, the clear blue skies of the northern dry season -
the nusimtinur -and countless stars to keep you company. O course, there
was t he conti nuous chatter of the nightjars, crickets and an assortnent of
ot her ni ght creatures.

During that contenpl ative noment, it dawned upon e that | have not
heard fromyou for a very long time, to be exact, for nearly a year.

| hope you are well. That | have not received your faniliar letters does
not bode ill. | like to believe that you no | onger wite to nme because |
no |l onger wite the "Qther Thots' colum in the New Sunday Ti mes.

You are, by far, the nost critical and certainly the nost | oyal reader
of the col um.

For the nine over years that it appeared weekly, you al nost never fail ed
to correspond with me to express your anger and your deep dislike for ny
poi nt of view.

In a way, | mss being called all those names - the |ikes of toady,
appl e polisher, Mahathir's | ackey and others that, for reasons of
propriety, | cannot nention - by you.

You were angry with me, | believe, not so nuch for ny opinion on things

but rather because you disliked Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad when he was Prine
M ni ster.

It woul d seemthat whoever is appointed to the highest editorial post in
The New Straits Tinmes Press (Mal aysi a) Bhd (NSTP) woul d i ncur your w at h.
In your letter, which | received on Feb 14, 2003, you called ny successor,
Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahmad, Dr Mahathir's toady-in-chief.

Perhaps, in part, due to your curses, his contract with the NSTP was
prematurely term nated | ess than a year after you conferred hi mthat
title.

| have al ways consi dered readers' views as i nportant. Wthout readers,
newspapers and magazi nes are not hi ng.

OF THE LALANG AND HUMAN BEI NGS

YQU have very strong views on the Internal Security Act and 1987's
Operasi Lal ang. You objected to both.

You were an ardent defender of Tun Salleh Abbas, who was renoved as Lord
President in 1988. You called his sacking a black day for justice.

| have, on the other hand, been a defender of the | SAfor as long as |
have been a journalist. That is 34 years, a fairly long tine, considering
that the Act came into being in 1948 under the British rule.

But | ooki ng back and benefiting fromthe wi sdomof age, if | can put it
that way, | think you were not altogether wong in your objectionto the
Act and to Operasi Lal ang.

Now, | am begi nning to wonder why shoul d t he police have chosen such a
derogatory title as Operasi Lal ang when using the Act then. They coul d
have conme up with a nore sopan (polite) nane for their action.

Surely, not everybody who was detained in the operation was a | al ang?
To those of you who are unfami liar with the Mal aysi an scene, the lalang is



a variety of grass that is generally considered a pest by farmers. So,
t hey woul d use everything at their disposal to destroy it, includingthe
pot ent weed kil l er paraquat.

Incidentally, it is also the favourite poison for estate people who
choose to take their own lives and the lives of the people they think they
| ove. Funny how sone people think their | oved ones would want to die with
them

Yet the | al ang, variously known as satintail, blady grass and cogon
grass and scientifically as inperata cylindrica, is the hardi est and t he
nmost prolific of all grass species and is very useful for preventing soil
erosi on. Where no other variety of plants can grow, the lalang flourishes.

The sanme applies to human society. Even the nost strident and the | east
conform ng of its nenbers have a role to play, provided they are not
mlitant or subversive.

Thus, the continued application of the | SA and the nethods used by the
pol i ce can becone one of the many aspects of police work that shoul d cone
under the purview of the proposed Royal Commi ssi on announced by the
Gover nment recently.

| amsure |, the Joker the Extrenely Great Teadrinker is in full support
of the nmove by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi to formthe
Royal Commission to | ook into the police force.

It is certainly the nost significant decision taken by Abdul | ah since he
t ook over the reins on Oct 31. Congratulations to Pak Lah for the bold
nove.

The nedia and the public in general have, for many years now, been
tal ki ng about the falling quality of | awand order managenent and t he
rising allegations of corrupti on agai nst nenbers of the police force.

O course, there will be enough peopl e aski ng why now? After all
Abdul I ah had been responsible for the police in his capacity as Hone
Affairs Mnister in Tun Dr Mahathir's Governnent for quite a while.

But as the saying goes, it's better |ate than never.

SECRET | DENTI TY

LI KE many readers of the New Sunday Ti nes newspaper, |, the Joker the
Extrenely Great Teadrinker nay not realise that “Qher Thots' has
reappeared, al beit nodestly, in Ml aysi an Busi ness nagazi ne.

It is also possible that his | etters have been undelivered. Despite ny
having |l eft the enpl oynent of the NSTP nore t han three years ago, many
readers still associate ne with the conpany. | can't blanme them | was
there for alnobst 25 years

I, the Joker the Extrenely Great Teadrinker, for one, continued to mai
his letters tome to the NSTP. H s February 2003 | etter was addressed to
" Abdul Kadir Jasin c/o Abdul | ah Ahrad' .

Inthat letter, he confessed that he was a confirmed bachel or. There is
nothing wong in this. He said his viewof life, including his decision to
remai n unmarried, was greatly influenced by the cruelty inflicted by the
Japanese sol diers on his fam |y and cl ose friends during the Second Wrld
War .

| too have a confession to nake. It concerns the nystery of his
identity.

I, the Joker, the Extrenely Great Teadrinker has never reveal ed his

identity and | too have never insisted on hi mmaking it known. | broke the
general rul e of not entertaini ng anonynous correspondence because, from
the very start, | found his reaction to the colum to be untypical and

of ten refreshing.

He seened to disagree with literally everything | wote and yet week in
week out he read it and, nore often than not, had sonething to say in
return. There are not that many people |like himanynore - individuals who



are willing to stand up for their rights come what nay.

Today, even anong the |iberal educated young people - the Ivy League-
types - there is a tendency to exclude and si deline peopl e who do not
share their pedigree, thinking and fam liarity. This i s happening even in
party politics.

Three or four Christnases ago, | alnobst had the identity of I, the
Joker, the Extremely Great Teadrinker exposed. Asenior witer at The New
Straits Tinmes, Theresa Manaval an, who was fanmiliar with his letters and
hi s uni que handwiting, told ne that she had seen a Chri strmas card bearing
asimlar handwiting at a relative's house i n Bangsar.

She was acutely famliar with his handwiting and his thoughts because,
on many occasi ons, she had hel ped ne anal yse letters sent to ne in
response to the “Qther Thots' col um.

But | decided against it. H s anonym ty gave our correspondence an air
of mystery.

So, |, the Joker, the Extremely G eat Teadrinker, if you happen to read
this col um or hear about it, |let me once again w sh you a Happy New Year
and pray that you are in good health.

Inthis great country of ours, we are never very far fromcel ebrating
New Year. W can wi sh each ot her Happy New Year throughout the year. On
Jan 22, we will be cel ebrating the Chinese | unar New Year. Then on Feb 22,
t he Musl i mNew Year, the begi nning of Muharam March 21 is the H ndu New
Year, the Bi krami Sanvat, April 14 the Si kh New Year, the Vai saki and on
May 26 we wel cone the Buddhi st New Year, the Buddha Purnima or Buddha
Jayanti. Sone Hi ndus al so cel ebrate Deepavali as the Diwali New Year.

Ah ... this is Ml aysia.

PAK LAH, THE PECPLE PERSON

BACK to the Prime Mnister. Let ne, at the risk of being accused of
i ndul ging in presunption, say that he hasn't changed. He is still Pak Lah
the “nice man'.

Getting to neet himthese days is a privilege. Wien you are no | onger a
newspaper editor, you have to line-up |like nost other rakyat to see the
Prime Mnister. You cannot call out ~Pak Lah' over the heads of other
people in a nmeeting or at a gathering. You must maintain propriety and
respect.

Except for a slight m scomunication about the tinme of the neeting, the
hal f-an-hour chat with ~The Man' was as pl easant as ever. Instead of
sitting at the Prime Mnister's gigantic table, he insisted that we sit at
t he oval conference table at the opposite end of the room

But that was not before himgiving this scribe a visual tour of
Putraj aya as seen fromthe Prime Mnister's fifth floor office. He asked
if | had prayed at the | akesi de Putraj aya Mbsque. He said the nbsque is
popul ar with foreign tourists and Chi nese weddi ng parties. ~Wddi ng
coupl es regul arly use the nosque as the backdrop for their weddi ng phot os.
It nust be the shape of the nosque,' said the Prine Mnister.

| told himthat it could al so be feng shui as the nbsque is al nost
surrounded by water. Water i s supposed to be soothing and |ife giving.

If at all Pak Lah has changed, it is because he is now Prime M nister.
The worl d around himis different fromwhat he was used to as an ousted
politician, a minister and Deputy Prime M nister.

Far fromforsaking friends and associ ates, Pak Lah needs themnore t han
ever. His success as Prime Mnister, Umo President and Bari san Nasi onal
Chai rman depends on the stalwarts at the divisions and branches.

O hers in between, be they the staff at his office, his political
secretaries or his advisers, are nerely the conduits. They are there to
serve himso that he can serve the people.

Bei ng a seasoned politician, Pak Lah is nore than aware that conpari sons



will, for alongtine to come, continue to be drawn between hi mand his
predecessor Tun Dr Mahathir.

The ol d-tiners will even conpare himto other Prinme Mnisters. Thanks to
the growing |ife expectancy, we even have peopl e who had |ived and served
under the |l ate Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, the first Prime Mnister.

It is disquieting to hear grassroot |eaders conplain that they cannot
even shake hands with himat public functions because he i s guarded t oo
tightly by security people.

If thisis true, thenit is an absolute shame. Wio is Pak Lah wi t hout
these eager well-wi shers and supporters? Here |ies one of the major
differences between the Prime M nister and his predecessor.

Pak Lah was a man of the peopl e when he becanme Prinme Mnister. Tun Dr
Mahat hi r, on the ot her hand, was seen as al oof and di stant. The people did
not expect himto be friendly and outgoing. But a fewyears into his
tenure as Prime M nister, he becane very accessi bl e to the ordi nary peopl e
at public functions and his regul ar weekend wal kabout s.

Cut Pak Lah away fromthe people, and his whol e character will be gone.
So, bureaucracy and protocol aside, please do not keep hi maway fromthe
peopl e.

BUI LDI NG AN EFFECTI VE TEAM

THE Jan 7 appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Mdhd Najib Tun Razak, 51, as the
Deputy Prime M nister conpleted the transition process fromTun Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

Logically, it should also end all specul ati on concerning the
rel ati onshi p between Abdul | ah and hi s now Nunber Two.

There will, no doubt, be di sappoi nt ment and unhappi ness but that is what
denocratic politics is all about. Only the nost qualified, or, as sone nay
say, the luckiest getstofill the post. Still, personal di sappoi ntnent

should nean little to those whose nmissionin politics is to serve.

Abdul I ah and Najib are not unfanmiliar with each other. They have known
each other for nore than 30 years, starting with Abdull ah serving Najib's
| ate father, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, way back in 1969. Abdul | ah was
Razak' s Assistant Principal Secretary in the post-My 13, 1969 Nati onal
Operations Council (NCOC).

They both enjoy al nost identical political upbringing. Wiile Najib's
father was a civil servant who was swept into the post-Second World War
nationalist politics, Abdullah traced his political ascendancy to his
ul ama gr andf at her, Shei kh Abdul | ah Fahi m Abdul | ah Fahi mpl ayed a key role
during the formati ve years of Umo and was for a long tinme anong its
spiritual | eaders. Abdullah's father, Datuk Ahmad Badawi , was an equal |y
i nfluential ulama and Umo | eader.

Abdul l ah and Najib were elected to Parlianment at al nost the sane tine.
Naj i b was returned unopposed at the age of 22 as the Bari san Nasi onal
Menmber of Parliament (MP) for Pekan in 1976 upon the death of his father
and Abdul | ah i n Kepal a Batas two years |l ater in the 1978 general el ection.

When he becanme Prine Mnister in 1981, Tun Dr Mahat hir pronoted Abdul | ah
tofull mnister and placed himinthe Prime Mnister's Departnent. A year
| ater, Najib was appoi nted Menteri Besar of Pahang.

Ei t her by coi nci dence or a deliberate plan by Tun Dr Mahathir, both
Abdul | ah and Naji b served the sane key ministries - education and defence
- during their journey tothe top. While Abdullah's strong points liein
I sl am ¢ knowl edge, civil service
and foreign affairs, Najibis famliar with the econony and comer ce,
havi ng wor ked wi t h Petronas, the Finance M nistry (as Deputy M nister) and
for nearly five years as Menteri Besar.

Theref ore, assuming that the pecacai politik and an assortnent of other
political operators can be stopped fromsow ng t he seeds of discontent,



Abdul I ah and Naj i b shoul d have no probl ens form ng an ef fecti ve team

As for Najib, he has proven that in politics patience is a virtue. At
23, a year into his career as an MP, | interviewed himat his fanm |y hone
in Jalan Eaton for the Business Tines newspaper. This was what he had to
say about politics then: “One cannot study politics and becone a

politician for true political know edge can be acquired only through
experi ence.

He has learnt his |l esson well.
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