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Message from Kumar Tharmal i ngam | nmredi at e Past Presi dent

THE early years of ny business life from1970 to 1980 were very ordinary
and very basic, for this was the period when the people of Malaysia tried
to come to ternms with the fractious el ections of May 1969.

The excitenent in ny chosen field of real estate started when Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad becane Prime M nister in 1981. Suddenly, the whole nation
began to realise that rather than be followers of world trends to make our
place in the sun, we could be | eaders.

Thr oughout history, many | eaders have only wanted fanme and fortune for
t hensel ves (consider those in some African and Latin American nations).
However, Dr Mahathir's phil osophy was to increase the size of the econonic
cake, so that a | arger one for the sane popul ati on woul d nake everyone
weal thy irrespective of howit is shared, since everyone would have nore.

H's drive for continuous infrastructure devel opnent, providing seed
nmoney for new ideas, relishing and supporting innovative technol ogy and
movi ng Mal aysia into an industrial nation; and then making the | eapfrog
into an I T savvy nation as the Internet revol ution energed, and creating
the Multi medi a Super Corridor was no snmall feat. Pushing, pulling, funding
and cajoling, he generally dragged the rather timd citizens of this
country to stand up and say, Mal aysia Bol eh!

Al'l these were achieved in one generation. In ny entire productive
business life, | have only had one Prime Mnister but in the 22 years of
Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p, he has netanorphosed i nto many versions of the
sane man. The Prinme Mnister who took office in 1980 was not the same one
in 1985: He was a different man with different ideas. And so it happened
again in 1990; he cane with different agendas in 1995, and yet again in
2000.

Dr Mahathir never failed to surprise ne, with new ideas for tourismand
busi ness that he came back with every tine he returned fromhis travels.
He dragged Mal aysi an conpanies to start building projects and ignored the
conventional w sdomof investing only in devel oped countri es.

I have listened to Dr Mahathir's Budget dial ogues. Each year, he focused
hi s vision on new aspects of doi ng business, building projects, inproving
lives, building newfacilities, new highways and bringi ng confortable
living conditions to every corner of Ml aysia. Realising that the public
sector could not cope with his urgent tinme frame, privatisation becane the
cornerstone of his thrust to fast-track Malaysia into the 21st century.

O course, not all of Dr Mahathir's projects worked, not because his
vision was faulty, but rather, because those appointed to i nplenment them
sonetimes failed him A |l esser nman woul d have becore tired of flogging his
people to excel, or trying to increase the indigenous wealth of every
citizen, but Dr Mahathir never gave up.

Sonme tinme ago a politician froma nei ghbouring country was asked to
conpare the quality of life of Malaysians with the quality of life of the
people in his country. He thought for a minute and, though the nuances of
his words woul d have been lost in translation, he was quoted as havi ng
said: "In ny country, mny people survive; in Ml aysia, your people live."

The future of a denbcratic nation's survival depends on how t he policies
and politics of the country protect the average citizen's wealth over the
years.

It is safe to say that Dr Mahathir has protected the wealth of this
nation well over his 22 years in office. It is a record that is the envy



of energing econom es all over the world.
We certainly are proud to give Dr Mahathir this Fiabci Award for Nation
Bui | di ng.
KUMAR THARMAL I NGAM
| MVEDI ATE PAST PRESI DENT
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