13/ 06/ 2004
Mal aysi an hand i n Sudan's econom c grow h

By Bal an Mbses

THE Sudanese are finally seeing the |ight at the end of the tunnel after
21 years of civil war that al nost split Africa s | argest and, arguably,
nost economi cal |y prom sing nation

Wth the peace accord between the Governnent of President Omvar al-Bashir
and the Sudan People's Liberation Arny (SPLA) signed and awaiting
finalisation on June 22, the focus will definitely shift to economc
devel opnent and a new begi nning for the nation

Interestingly, it will not be any of Sudan's nine i rmedi at e nei ghbours
or the nultitude of other African nations that will be anpong t hose at the
forefront of progress inthe Islamc country of 38 million people.

Rather, it will be Ml aysia - separated by thousands of kilometres -
that will be anobng t he exclusive club of nations that will be | ending a
hel pi ng hand to Sudan

The Mal aysi an presence is already being felt. Petronas stations dot the
capital city of Khartoum (pronounced Hartoun) where the national petrol eum
corporation has al so taken over sel ected Mbil ki osks.

The fam liar green and bl ack Mal aysian logo is well onits way to being
t he standard-bearer for Mal aysia in Sudan, coming in second only to China
in terns of petroleumexploration rights.

Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad, nmeanwhile, is not too far behind in terns of
exploring strategic interests in the energy-starved nation. It is saidto
be | ooki ng at the possibility of producing electricity in a country that
depends to a |l arge extent on the River Nile - the longest stretch of the
world' s longest river is in Sudan - for its irrigational needs.

Sudanese Anbassador to Mal aysi a, Abdel Rahman Hanza El rayah, says the
two gi ant conpani es are Mal aysi a's best known resources in his nation

"O | exploration started in Sudan in 1999 and Petronas entered our
country soon after. After Sudan, it has gone on to 17 other African
nations. W were a bl essed begi nning for Petronas,"” he said in an
interview at his enbassy housed i n a bungal ow al ong Jal an Anpang.

Abdel - Rahrman i s confi dent that Tenaga Nasional will be able to win
contracts in his country, possibly in the constructi on and managenent of
dans, given its proven track record in Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi a' s unique brand of hospitality has al so been exported to the
G and Holiday Villa hotel in Khartoum a fornmer government-owned hotel now
run by Mal aysi ans.

The soft-spoken di pl omat who started working life as a teacher, but
branched into di pl omacy soon after, is excited about Ml aysi ans j oi ni ng
hands wi th his Government and private sector to devel op the nation which
gai ned i ndependence fromthe British on Jan 1, 1956, after a 57-year
col oni al past.

He says the chemistry seens just right for a blossom ng of political and
economi ¢ ties now between the two predom nantly Muslimnations with | arge
mnorities.

"Sudan adnires Mal aysia for the speed with which it has progressed after
i ndependence. W want to | earn fromthe Mal aysi an experi ence besi des usi ng
Mal aysi an expertise and i nvest nent to devel op our nation into a successful
busi ness-1ike nation." Ml aysi a appears to be in the right place at the
right tine.

Sudan is a success story waiting to be scripted withits 2.5 sq
kilonmetres of land that ranges in diversity fromdesert to tropica



forests with large anounts of mineral to be nined

The nation nmay have gained its name from"sudd" (Arabic for obstruction)
i n the vast and i npenetrabl e papyrus swanp i n t he sout hern Sudan. Large
tracts of land in the troubl ed south appear to be rich with petroleum a
possibility said to have expedited the resolution of the conflict between
t he northern and southern parts of the country.

It isalsointhe south that a pilot project is carried out on oil palm
cultivation using Mal aysi an resources. "The results are | ooki ng very
pronmi sing fromthe experinental cultivation being carried out."

Accordi ng to Abdel Rahman, al-Bashir has indicated that Sudan shoul d
emul ate Mal aysi a's progress as "our President has a very positive
i mpr essi on of your devel opnent under Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ".

Yet, there are nunerous hurdl es that need to be crossed before Sudan can
achieve its potential. Infrastructure is one area where the nation is
behi nd much of Africa, in part because of the huge | and nass that has to
be connected by roads, railways and ot her nodes of transportation.

Sudan al so has an ongoing civil unrest inits western Darfur region
whi ch has resulted in about 110,000 Sudanese fl eeing to nmakeshift
settl enents al ong t he Sudan- Chad border

Wth the nost pronising | atent economic potential, Sudan is on the
t hreshol d of progress provided it can nuster the political will and human
resources to put together a conprehensive devel opnent plan for the future.

The peace accord between the North and the South has far-reaching
i nplications on devel opnent as it is based on power-sharing and
adm ni stering of disputed areas. It appears that there will be an
equitabl e 50-50 split of the country's wealth - particularly revenues from
oil - between the North and the Sout h.

"The war is coning to an end and we will divert our resources to
devel opnent. | expect that we will be inviting investors intothe country
to help us build our nation," he says.

Al this augers well for Sudan-Mal aysi a trade whi ch, however, does not
refl ect the obvi ous symbi osi s between the two nations. In 2002, Sudan
i mported RM68.1 million of products, exporting only RvVBOO, 000 worth to
Mal aysi a. Abdel - Rahman does not exclude the possibility of trade using
third parties |like Singapore in the sales and purchase of itens |ike
i nternationally renown Sudanese cotton. O GumArabi c of which Sudan is
the worl d's | argest exporter or gold of which it exports 6.7 tonnes
annually to countries around the gl obe.

Besi des trade and i nvestment, the two nations are al so co-operating in
the fields of religion and educati on.

According to the 52-year-ol d anbassador who arrived in Kual a Lunpur [ ast
nonth, Sudan is in the troika of the mnisterial conference of the
Organi sation of Islam c Conference with Mal aysi a.

"W are working with Mal aysia and other O C nenbers to change the
negative view of |Islamheld by sone quarters. W want to work with
Mal aysia in pronoting the fact that Islamis a peaceful and progressive
religion," says the forner director of the Asian Affairs Department in the
Sudanese Foreign Mnistry.

There are at | east 40 Sudanese acadeni ci ans and 200 students in
Mal aysi an uni versiti es.

He has an interesting tale to tell about his posting to Malaysia. It
appears he was in Kual a Lunpur for a conference two years ago "and | fell
inlove with the place, its beauty, the people and devel opnent in
general ".

According to Abdel Rahman, a fell ow Mal aysi an partici pant tol d hi mnot
to be surprised if he may be posted here as anbassador in the near future.



"And here | am At that point, |I never in my wildest dreans expect to be
posted to Mal aysia."” But the envoy's first love is definitely Khartoum
whi ch he describes as a beautiful city of three "islands" |inked by
bridges.
This will certainly help himplay a crucial role in forging indelible
i nks bet ween Mal aysi a and Sudan.
( END)
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