10/ 02/ 2004

Siti Hasmah: Make peace your nission

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali today call ed on wonen to
be nore invol ved i n peace m ssions to hel p reduce strife and suffering.

Al t hough bringi ng peace to the world was an uphill task because weapons
were getting deadlier and powerful nations bolder, the wife of forner
Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d worren shoul d not gi ve up.

"Every one of us should be committed to this idea of peace and
contribute our efforts, no matter how small, towards the attai nnent of
peace on Earth."

Speaki ng at the launch of Pan Pacific South East Asia Wnman
Associ ation's International Peace Garden at Taman Ri nba Bukit Kiarain
Taman Tun Dr Ismail today, she said she had al ways hoped that sonme
progress woul d be made agai nst strife, conflicts, wars, terrorism
oppression, suffering and prej udice.

"However, global events today tell us that this is not the case. In
spite of the many efforts by | eaders of the United Nations, governnents
and non-governnental bodies, peace is still anillusionin several
countri es.

"We are all aware of the horrors of wars, terrorismand the |ike, the
suffering of innocents and the danage they do to humanki nd and t he
envi ronnent. Yet, we have been unable to prevent them | don't believe
that it is destiny.

"I't is human folly, greed, human failings which have their cause in the
baser instincts of man."

To counter this, she said, the UN had conmitted itself to "laying the
foundati ons of peace in the m nds of nen". She said everyone shoul d cease
regarding war, conflict, aggression and terrorismas solutions to
probl ens.

"We nust find other solutions. There are nore humane choi ces. W nust
cl ear our hearts of anger, hatred and revenge, just as we should not be
arrogant, insensitive and i ntol erant of others.™

Dr Siti Hasmah, who is the patron of PPSEAWA, al so rel ated how wonen in
war-torn Pal estine and Israel, and Cat holic and Protestant wonmen in
Northern Irel and, canme together for peace and denonstrated agai nst
terrorismin their countries.

The Peace Garden, on 0. 16ha of City Hall's Tanan Ri nba Bukit Kiara, had
been nooted in 1997 by Tun Dr Siti Hasmah at a tree-planting cerenony at
Taman Tasi k Permai suri, Cheras, to commenorate the 20t h PPSEAWA
conf erence.

Evoki ng a sense of peace, the International Peace Garden i ncl udes two
gazebos equi pped wi th wat er fountai ns and water coolers, footpaths, alily
pond, a foot refl exol ogy path, a neditation platformfor yoga activities
and an open court for physical activities such as tai chi and aerobics.
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