27/ 04/ 2004

Abdul | ah: My ai mto hand over strong Ummo

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Acting Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d toni ght he hoped to hand over a strong Umo to his successor,
just like what forner president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had done.

The Prinme M nister expressed this intention at an appreci ati on di nner
hosted by the party for Dr Mahathir at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.
"Cod had fulfilled Dr Mahathir's wi sh to hand over a strong party to his
successor.

"Umo today is a strong and respected party. This was proven in the | ast
general el ection where Umo candi dates won nany seats.

"When the tinme cones for ne to hand over the party | eadership, Umo will
al so be a strong party," said Abdul | ah, who took over the hel mwhen Dr
Mahat hir stepped down as the party's fifth president on Cct 31.

The t hank you dinner, in appreciation of the forner Prime Mnister's
contributions to the party he led for nore than 22 years, was attended by
nore than 3,000 party | eaders and representatives fromUmo's 191
di vi si ons.

Present were Dr Mahathir's wife Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, party vice-
presidents Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassi n and Tan Sri
Muhanmad Muhanmad Tai b, Wanita chi ef Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z, Youth chief
Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein and Puteri chief Datuk Azalina O hnman Sai d.

Dr Mahathir, 78, has been an Umo nenber since the party's inceptionin
1946 and t ook over the post of party president fromthe | ate Tun Hussei n
Onn in 1981.

It was during the 1981 Umo general assenbly that Dr Mahathir, in his
first speech at the assenbly as party presi dent, nmade a pl edge to hand
over a party that was strong to his successor.

Dr Mahat hir said tonight's event was meani ngful to himas it was the
first time he had had the opportunity to meet with a | arge nunber of Umo
| eaders and nenbers after Umo' s out standi ng performance i n t he general
el ection.

Congrat ul ati ng Abdul I ah on Umo's and Barisan Nasional's victory, he
said the strong nandate gi ven by the peopl e was testinony that Abdul | ah
was the right person to have succeeded him

On the forthcom ng party el ections, he said he believed party nenbers
were mature and woul d know what was best for the party.

"The party will always be our priority in whatever we do," he said.

Earlier, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob described Dr
Mahat hi r as a st atesnman who had brought nmany changes to Umo, the people
and the country.

He said under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Umo's nenbership grewto 2.18
mllion, and the divisions and branches i ncreased to 191 and 19, 000
respectively. "Wen Dr Mahat hir took over the party | eadership, there were
872,796 menbers, 114 divisions and 5, 870 branches. "
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