29/ 07/ 2004

Move for CEGCs to neet governnent heads

LANGKAW, Wed. - For the first tine, chief executive officers will be
gi ven a chance to neet heads of governnent attending the LID as part of
efforts to create business networking.

To be known as "Busi ness Matching”, the session would enable CEGs to
of fer their business proposals to any head of government.

"This is an opportunity for CEGCs to neet the | eaders personally and
of fer busi ness proposals they m ght be interested in undertaking in a
particul ar country, " said Sci ence, Technol ogy and | nnovati on M ni ster
Dat uk Dr Jarmal udin Jarjis, who is al so a nenber of LID advisory council.

He said the match-ups woul d enabl e both sides to enter into smart
partnershi ps for devel opment and busi ness ventures.

Jamal udin said it was hoped that the neetings would al so be used by
| ocal conpani es to showcase their successes.

"It is al so a perfect opportunity for themto |l ay the groundwork for
future busi ness deal s," he added.

Certain quarters in business circles have been | anmenti ng over the | ack
of tangible results fromprevious dial ogue.

It is learnt that the "Busi ness Matchi ng" session was included inthis
year's programre to hand over the initiative to the busi ness community to
put forward their proposals.

Several | eaders have al so pushed the organi sers to hol d t he "Busi ness
Mat chi ng" sessi on.

King Mswati 111 of Swaziland is one of the | eaders keen to tap busi ness
opportunities fromthe di al ogue

He is | eading a team of 70 del egates which incl ude prom nent Swaz
busi nessnen.

This year's LIDthened, "Towards A Smarter d obe: Reconciling
Devel oprment Chal | enges wi th d obal Security Through Di al ogue", will be
attended by about 600 participants from20 countri es.

They include six heads of governments, three vice-presidents and seven
seni or ministers.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wi Il deliver a keynote
address at the openi ng cerenony tonorrow ni ght.

Anong t hose who have arrived here include former Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Mbzanbi que Presi dent Joaqui mAl bert o Chi ssano, Nam bi an
Presi dent Dr SamNojuma, King Mswati |11 of Swaziland and South African
vi ce-presi dent Jacob Zumm.

This year's LIDw || also see a separate event, the Langkaw
I nternational D al ogue Showcase 2004, which will be held at Berjaya
Langkawi Beach Resort.
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