31/ 10/ 2004

Motivational tal ks, extra classes for top students

WHENEVER Uni versiti Pendi di kan Sultan Idris (UPSI) cel ebrates its
convocation, you can be sure of activities gal ore.

A common sight is that of students in robes and nortar boards, posing
for photographs with proud parents at UPSI's beautiful buildings.

The recent convocation in August was a nenorabl e one as former Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was awar ded an honorary Doctorate of
Leader shi p and Educati on Managenent.

Hs wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, received the Honorary Doctorate of
Fam | y Devel opnent.

Dr Mahat hir was awarded the honorary doctorate in appreciation of his
efforts to boost the quality of education in Mlaysia. UPSI highly regards
hi s achi evenents in | eading Mal aysia for nore than 20 years.

The university al so produced three First-d ass graduates this year: Yan
Fong Lan @ Nadi ah Yan Abdul | ah, Lee WAi Chung and Ni sha Abd Kadir are in
t he Teachi ng English as a Second Language (TESL) progranme.

Nadi ah is al so the recipient of the Royal Education Award (Anugerah
Pel ajaran Diraja).

The university plans to increase the nunber of First-Cl ass graduates in
t he near future

Now, there are a nunber of students who nmake it to the Dean's List every
senest er.

To hel p excellent students maintain their grades UPSI hosts notivationa
tal ks and extra cl asses, which al so encourage weak students to work
har der .

Faculty nenbers identify these students through class interaction, the
qual ity of assignnments produced and exam gr ades.

Then, the faculty together with the Counselling Centre will devel op
programres or activities for these students.

Usually, there is a notivational canmp held at the begi nning of each
semester. This year the university's strategy paid off, as it produced
ni ne Vi ce-Chancel l or Gold Award wi nners.

The award is given to students who maintain a cunul ati ve grade poi nt
average (CGPA) of 3.5 and above.

O her awards handed out were the Chancell or Gold Medal and the Board of
Uni versity Director Gold Medal .

On the day of the convocation, visitors to the university have a lot to
see.

They can take a wal k around the canmpus and admre the architecture,
whi ch dates back to the 1920s.

Usual Iy, there is an exhibition showcasi ng students' work and
information on courses is also available. Aside fromthat, there will be
food and beverages on sal e.

UPSI is a specialised university and unlike other universities, courses
focus on teachi ng progranmres.

It offers 19 under-graduate progranmes at six faculties: the Arts and
Musi ¢ Faculty, Language Faculty, Cognitive Science and Hurman Devel opnent
Faculty, Science and Technol ogy Faculty, I nformation Technol ogy and
Conmruni cati on Faculty and the Busi ness and Econony Facul ty.

For details, call 05-4506000 or log on to: www. upsi.edu.ny
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