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Movi ng t owar ds space edge
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MALAYSI A wi Il be [aunching a RVMb0OO million space programe to send
astronauts to space by 2007. This initiative will be realised with the co-
operation between Mal aysia and Russia in the field of aerospace technol ogy
transfer.

According to Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Abdu
Razak, it has been the Governnment's dreamto expl ore space. "Besides
focusing on strategic fields such as biotechnol ogy and i nformati on and
communi cati ons technol ogy, aerospace exploration is al so being | ooked at
and devel oped, " he says.

Naji b adds that the Governnent has been and will keep on initiating
aerospace initiatives simlar to the launch of the country's first
satellite Measat-1 to orbit in 1996. "We are al so devel opi ng anot her
satellite known as RazakSat, which will be launched to orbit next year."

On who will become the country's first astronaut, Najib says the
Governnent is still in the process of selecting the suitable individua
for this mssion, and the person will be announced next year.

Former Prime M nister Tun Mahat hir Mhanad once said: "The first
Mal aysi an astronaut can be just the man on the street, a professor or a
sol di er. Anybody can be the country's first person in outer space if they
are fit, intelligent and have the right aptitude."

Thus, it would be interesting to know who will be granted this honour.

Anot her Governnent effort to devel op the | ocal aerospace industry is
done through the establishnment of the National Space Agency, which nanages
the Government's needs in aerospace and satellite technol ogy and creates
the nati onal aerospace policy. The Governnent has al so | aunched t he
Nati onal Astronaut Programme to send astronauts to space by 2007, besides
aer ospace technol ogy transfer between Ml aysi a and Russi a.

"At the education | evel, we have created a degree programe in aerospace
science at Universiti Sains Ml aysia. To date, USM of fers an aerospace
engi neering programre which stresses on the designing of space vehicles
and satellites,” Najib says, adding that Malaysia still |acks scientists
to advance the country in space technol ogy.

"To date, we only have 18 scientists for every 10,000 people, which is
very low, " he says. The Government is targeting to have 60 scientists for
every 10, 000 peopl e, he adds.

To create nore interest anong the public in the aerospace space, the
Governnent is initiating the Mal aysia International Aerospace Show 2005
(Mas 2005) as a national progranme, in line with the Governnent's m ssion
to becone the first Southeast Asian country to organi se a worl d-cl ass
aer ospace expo. The programme will be held in Kuala Lunpur in June and
July next year. Hei Tech Padu Bhd and I ntel serve Sdn Bhd are the co-
organi sers of the event.

Naji b says such a programme is capabl e of hel ping the Governnent to
provide early education and change the public's perception on the
i mportance of the aerospace industry. The programre will include all the
related informati on on space exploration, which will provide val uabl e
exposure to the public.

The programme is also a neans to educate the Ml aysi an public about
aerospace and satellite technol ogy.

"The main attraction of the progranme would be the real-life Russian
space shuttle known as Buran, which will be brought in to the country for



the first tine," Najib says.

Buran is the only authentic space shuttle to go on public display in the
wor | d. Buran, which nmeans snow stormin Russian, has flown no | ess than 25
sub-orbital flights for the elite Russian cosnonauts. It is said to be the
first spacecraft to undertake a conpletely autonmated | aunch, orbital
manoeuvre, de-orbit and precision | andi ng.

Besi des the Buran di splay, other activities of the progranme include
| aunch experience theatre, space artifacts gallery, astronaut training,

I unar | andi ng shows and vari ous simul ator shows.

The programme, Najib says, will also be an ideal and strategic platform
for aerospace and international conpanies, scientists, academnicians and
the public to share ideas and knowl edge with regard to the aerospace
i ndustry.

"This will be a stepping stone for the Governnment to attract the
interests of local and foreign investors to devel op the aerospace industry
inthis country, especially in the aspects of technol ogy transfer and
devel oprent of skilled workers," he concl udes.
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