02/ 08/ 2004

Abdul | ah: Avoi d di vi si ve canpai gni ng

KEPALA BATAS, Sun. - Umo president-elect Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
t oday advi sed Umo | eaders and nenbers to avoi d di vi si ve canpai gni ng for
party posts.

Stressing the inmportance of Umo remai ning united and strong, Abdullah
sai d he had inherited a united Umo fromhis predecessor Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

"I hope to continue with his | egacy and ensure that Umo not only
remai ns united but al so grows stronger,"” he said, adding that it was his
duty to ensure the next generation of Umo | eaders inherit an even
stronger party.

Speaki ng after chairing the Kepal a Batas Unmo neeting, he said the
fol | owi ng weeks woul d see Unmo | eaders contesting posts in Septenber's
party polls seeking support from nenbers.

However, he said, intheir pursuit of support, they should avoi d noney
politics at all costs.

He laid out three el ements which could split and weaken the party:
conpl acency, abuse of power and noney politics.

Menbers, he said, shoul d not be conpl acent and neither should those with
power abuse it.

"The nonent you go of f tangent, the party will be affected and it wll
derail our plans to bring progress to the nation." He said Umo owed its
service to the people who had given it the nandate to lead the nation with
ot her Bari san Nasi onal conmponent parties. He said he was pl eased t hat
t here had been no untoward incidents during the branch and di vi si on
nmeet i ngs whi ch ended t oday.

Asked about a proposal by Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassi mthat el ections for the party's suprene council menbers be abol i shed
and that the top 25 candi dates with the hi ghest nunber of nom nations be
automatically el ected to the council, Abdullah said for now, the present
system was wor kabl e.

Shahi dan had suggested that his proposal, if inplenented, woul d put a
stop to i ntense | obbying by aspirants.
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