08/ 01/ 2004

A mnor reshuffle of major inport

ITwas all inthe timng. Although the capital's runmour mlls had been at
a loss to explain the delay in the appoi nt ment of the Deputy Prine

M nister, the noment finally arrived with the sureness of critica
bui | di ng bl ocks being | owered neatly into pl ace. Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi has exerci sed his sol e and unpressured prerogative to nanme his
second-in-command for the national project of his prinme m nistership,
whose outlines had been chiselled since he took office |last Cct 31

The choice of Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as DPMwas t he | eadi ng
conponent of a m ni Cabinet reshuffle that cenments the Abdul | ah
adm nistration's refornm nded platform Tan Sri Nor Mohanmed Yakcop - the
fornmer central banker enlisted by Tun Mahat hir Mohamad to save the country
fromthe 1997-98 Asian financial crisis - has been appoi nted Second
Fi nance M ni ster. After havi ng engi neered the capital, corporate and debt
restructuring that had kept the econony afloat when it very nearly went
under, he will nowdirectly assist Abdul | ah, who is al so Fi nance M ni ster,
to re-orient policy and bal ance t he Budget by 2006 after years of deficit
spendi ng.

Donesti ¢ Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Miuhyi ddi n Yassin,
the ranki ng Umo vice-president after Najib, has been noved to a key pl ank
of the Governnent's agenda: the revival of the rural sector. He has been
appoi nted M ni ster of Agriculture to boost i ncomes and producti on anong
the nation's farmers and fishermen, long | eft behind by rapid
i ndustrialisation. The task of reconverting the rural popul ace to the
i deol ogy of progress, and away fromthe fal se charns of the Cpposition
befits his seniority in both government and party. The religi ous and
political credentials of the former Johor Menteri Besar and Youth and
Sports Mnister will be deployed to the full against Pas in this frontline
vote bl oc.

Muhyi ddi n* s predecessor, Datuk Seri Effendi Norwawi , has been swi tched
to Mnister for Special Functions, where he will take responsibility for
i mprovi ng public delivery systens, another of Abdullah's strategic goals.
As a politician and businessman, he is well placed to recogni se that
Mal aysi a I nc must not di mnish the Governnment's duty to serve the people
efficiently and transparently. Equal |y, Datuk Janal uddin Jarjis's private
sector background should I end the skills of a technocrat to his new
portfolio of Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs, to which he has been
pronoted and where he will have the chance to prove hinself after a stint
as the junior mnister at the Treasury.

The upshot of Abdull ah's programme is deceptively sinple: winthe
peopl e' s support by maki ng t he Governnent work better and harder. His
choice of Najib, one of the nation's npost experienced politicians,
reflects his desire to re-energise and re-nobilise Umo's and the
Governnment' s consi der abl e resour ces beyond t he general el ection, whi ch may
be held as early as March. The el dest son of second Prine M nister Tun
Abdul Razak Hussein carries the brand-nanme of stability and continuity in
Umo and possesses the ability to hel p Abdul | ah shape the Governnment up to
present-day realities

The Prine M nister has much to do to neet the expectations heaped upon
himby the el ectorate. He has gone sonme way to satisfying themby naking
subt| e but profound changes in a Federal Cabinet that has | ong proved its
conpet ence and coherence in running the country. Responses to the



reshuffl e have been positive, and not nerely because of the renoval of
uncertainties in the Government's nake-up. Had the deci sions been nade
sooner, the Abdul | ah adni ni strati on woul d not have acquired the di stinct
personality it now has.
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