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Abdul | ah happy if graft index inproves

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - What woul d nake Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
happy? "Wen the corruption i ndex i nproves,” was his frank reply.

Speaking in an intervieww th CNN s Lorraine Hahn in the Tal kAsi a
programe, the Prime Mnister reiterated the Governnent's conmitnent to
fighting graft, adding that it was an i ssue frequently di scussed by the
Cabi net .

Indicating the National Integrity Plan as the nost recent step taken to
combat corruption in Ml aysia, Abdullah said: "W continue to rem nd civil
servants and the people (to shun corruption). This is a subject | always
talk about. It is al so a subject nmy other coll eagues in the Cabinet talk
about .

"I will be happy when the corruption index inmproves,
interviewin Putrajaya.

I n Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions | ndex for 2003,
Mal aysia with a score of 5.2 ranked 37th out of 133 countries and fifth
among Asi an countries, after Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan and Tai wan.

Abdul | ah expressed confidence that his Government's fight agai nst
corruption woul d be successful, with suchinitiatives as the Nati onal
Integrity Plan and the new y-established National Institute for Ethics.

Asked "how far he was willing to go ... without fear or favour", the
Prime Mnister replied: "That's what | prom sed everybody, w thout fear,
wi t hout favour. If a case has to be brought to court, we will bringit to
court. But | have always said it is inportant to nake sure that justice is
at all tines maintained."

Asked to comment on his retention of several of forner Prime Mnister
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's M nisters in his Cabinet, which was said to have
drawn di sappoi nt ment fromsomne peopl e, Abdul | ah sai d performance had been
his principal criterionin their selection.

He pointed out that there were many new faces anong t he deputy
m ni sters, as they had to be brought in early to prepare themto serve the
nation in the future.

"That's inportant. W have to introduce themto the process of change,
because when we cone to the year 2020, these newones will be in the
frontline.

"They will be the deci sion-nakers.

"Their decisions will decide the future of Mal aysi a beyond 2020. "

On his priorities, Abdullah said he was attending to the i nprovenent of
the public service delivery system as it was i nportant to | ower the cost
of doi ng busi ness and to make the country nore conpetitive.

"I't will also provide sone satisfaction to people who demand qui ck and
quality service," he said.

he said in the
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