10/ 07/ 2004

Mikhriz fails to secure Kubang Pasu

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - It was day of nixed fortunes for Datuk Mikhriz
Mahat hi r .

He | ost the contest for the Kubang Pasu Umo Youth divisional chief's
post by nine votes to challenger Zulkili @M Ros.

Mukhriz, 40, the third son of former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, garnered 132 votes to Zulkilfi's 141 votes.

The busi nessman, who had earlier been nomi nated by the division for the
post of Umo Youth vice-chief, had been the frontrunner for the divisiona
chief's post with 42 nom nations to Zulkifli's 34.

A third contender Suhai mi Abu received only nine nom nations.

Di vi si on yout h permanent chai rman Rosli Orar announced the decisionto a
| arge gathering of delegates at the Lye Huat hall in Changlun at 12.45am

Zulkifli told  reporters that he wanted nenbers to cl ose ranks and nend
rifts created by the contest.

He sai d he woul d support Mukhriz inthe latter's bid for a seat on the
Umo Youth Executive Conmittee

Mukhri z, who accepted defeat, said he would conti nue serving the
divisioninrecognition of the three decades that nenbers had served Dr
Mahathir in his capacity as divisional |eader

Meanwhi | e, the Gua Musang Yout h di vi si on, nomi nat ed Ummo suprene counci
menber Datuk Azinmi Daimfor the nmovement's vice-chief's post.

Mukhriz and Azini are the exceptions to the nomi nati on of Youth exco
menber Khairy Jamal uddin for the No 2 post in the novenent by 20 divi si ons
after youth meetings began yesterday.

Al'l 22 divisions nom nated Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein for the Youth
chief's post. Azim's nonination came barely hours after GQua Musang Umo
di vi si onal chairman Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah announced his intentionto
chal I enge Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi for the party presidency.

Azimi was nomi nated despite changing his nmind over an earlier decision
to vie for the post while Mikhriz had never indicated an intentionto
contest the post.

Muikhriz received the majority of votes over Khairy and Azi mi when Kubang
Pasu Umo Yout h perrmanent chairman Rosli Omar call ed for a show of hands
fromthe 280 del egates after the three nanes were proposed.

Mukhriz later told reporters he was surprised by the nom nati on as he
was only contesting the divisional Youth chief and divisional executive
counci | member posts.

"l was surprised because | did not expect this. | amgrateful for the
show of support but | personally feel the position should go to those who
had of fered thensel ves for the post," he said without nam ng t hem

On what he woul d do i f he managed to garner enough nom nations for the
nunber two post, he said: "I do not want to say | will decline, but | feel
t he post should go to those who had of fered t hensel ves because they are
nore experienced and have proven t hensel ves i n the novenent."

He also said it was not "a good sign for me to decline and | would
rat her not get enough nonminations"

Mukhriz hoped that other divisions would nominate himto the Youth
executive council

"1 woul d think he (H shanmuddi n) wants his successor to serve the
nmovenent for nore than just one term As such, | think the No 2 post
shoul d go to a younger person," he said.



O her yout h divisions in Kedah which net today - Merbok, Baling, Padang
Terap, Pendang, Langkawi and Pokok Sena - nom nated H shanmuddi n and
Khairy for the novenent's No 1 and No 2 posts respectively.

I n Kel antan, noni nations for the duo cane fromJeli, Ketereh and
Pengkal an Chepa Youth while in Negri Senbilan, it came fromRenbau where
Khai ry won as Youth chi ef uncont est ed.

Khai ry repl aced Ghani Hasan, the younger brother of Datuk Mbhamad Hasan,
the Menteri Besar.

For the Puteri Umo w ng, vice-chief Noraini Ahmad and Kedah Puteri
chi ef Suraya Yaacob were neck-and-neck in terms of nom nations for the
nmovenent's top post.

Suraya, who yesterday had only two nomi nations to Noraini's five, closed
the gap today with four nom nati ons fromher honme State of Kedah.

Four of the five Puteri Umo divisions in the State, which net today,
nom nat ed Suraya Yaacob whil e one division - Kubang Pasu - gave its
nomi nation to Noraini.

Suraya' s nom nations canme fromPokok Sena, Jerlun, Kual a Kedah and
Padang Terap. These divi sions al so nom nated Negri Senbil an Puteri chi ef
Bi bi Sharliza Mohd Khalid for the No 2 post.

Three Puteri divisions in Sabah - Pensiangan, Putatan and Sepanggar -
nom nat ed Noraini for the novenent's No 1 post and State Puteri chief
Rosnah Abdul Rashid Shirleen as the vice-chief.

I n Kel antan, the Gua Miusang di vi si on nom nated Suraya as Puteri chi ef
and Rosnah as her deputy, while Jeli nom nated Suraya Yaacob as chi ef and
Federal Territory Puteri chief Azlinda Mohd Rashad as vi ce-chi ef.

Meanwhi | e, i ncunbents Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafi dah Aziz and vice
chi ef Datuk Seri Shahrizat Jalil were nonminated to retain their posts.

The di vi si ons are Langkawi , Baling, Kubang Pasu, Al or Star, Pokok Sena
and Merbok (Kedah) and Tuaran i n Sabah, Tunpat, Ketereh and Jeli
(Kel ant an) .

The Gua Musang Wanita and Pengkal an Chepa di vi si on neetings have been
post poned.

( END)
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