11/ 06/ 2004

“Mal aysia did give tinber to Mugabe'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
confirmed that Mal aysi a gave ti nber to Zi nbabwean Presi dent Robert Migabe
for the construction of his STG nmillion (about RM34 million) mansion in a
suburb near Harare.

He said there was nothing extraordi nary about the gift, as this was the
usual practice to pronmote Ml aysi an ti nber.

"Yes, we did give Zi nbabwe tinber, but what's wong with that?" he said
adding that there were no irregularities involved.

The former prem er was responding to all egations that the tinber
donati on anobunted to m suse of public funds.

He said this after | aunching t he autobi ography of the | ate Datuk Dr
Al'ijah Gordon at Carcosa Seri Negara today.

It was earlier reported that DAP chairman LimKit Siang had called for a
mnisterial statement toclarify if the Governnent had i ndeed funded t he
25- bedr oom mansi on.

This follows a British Sky News i nterviewlast nmonth which reported
Miugabe as sayi ng that Ml aysi a and Chi na had funded hi s nmansi on.

At the | aunch were many cl ose friends and acquai ntances of the | ate Dr
Gordon, an Anerican by birth who becane a Mal aysi an citizen several nonths
bef ore her death | ast year. They cane together to pay tribute to her
menory and to testify how she changed their |ives and those of many
unf ortunat e peopl e.

Dr Gordon was well-known for her tirel ess humanitarian work, especially
infighting for the rights of Pal estinians.

A friend to many, she baffled those closest to her on where she drew her
strength from and how she kept alive the spirit to serve others.

Her aut obi ography, On Beconing Alijah, focuses on the American
Revol utionary War through Burma. It gives sone insight into her fight for
t he underprivil eged.

The book was put together by the Ml aysi an Soci ol ogi cal Research
Institute, of which Dr Gordon was the forner chairman.

( END)



	`Malaysia did give timber to Mugabe' (NST 11/06/2004)

