12/ 06/ 2004
Mukhriz to vie for Umo posts

By Sheridan Mahavera; Ham dah At an

ALCR STAR, Fri. - Datuk Mukhriz Mahathir, third son of former Prine

M ni ster Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, will contest two Umo Youth posts inthe
party's Septenber el ections.

Mukhri z, 40, has offered hinmself for the Kubang Pasu Umo di vi si on Youth
chi ef post and an Umo Youth Exco post.

It is learnt that Kedah Umo Youth will pass a resol ution soon to
endorse Mukhriz for the Exco post.

Mukhri z said he was persuaded by the confidence Kedah Umo Youth had
shown in him

"l thank themfor their support. |I knowthat if | amel ected, the Exco
post has many responsibilities but | amup for it," he said.

Mukhriz's bid for the Kubang Pasu post has gai ned six nom nations from
16 Unmmo Yout h branches in the division. To be eligible, he needs seven
nore nom nations fromthe division's 88 Youth branches.

Ummo Yout h branches nati onwi de started their nmeetings on June 6 and wil |
concl ude them by June 30.

Di vi si onal neetings and el ections begi n next nonth.

"I only made ny i ntentions known | ast week," Mikhriz said. "I can be
consi dered a | ateconer but | amconfident that | can serve the division."

Mukhri z quashed rurmours that his father was "not too keen" on his
el ection bid.

"During his term my father was wary of creating a ~dynasty' in Kubang
Pasu, " he said.

"I feel it is my turnto return the support shown to nmy father while he
was di vi si on chief, by serving the division and Kubang Pasu as Youth
chief."”

Mukhri z, who has not held any political posts, is the fifth of Dr
Mahat hir and Tun Siti Hasmah Ali's seven children

A busi nessnan, he has hel ned t he Makt ab Rendah Sai ns Mara (MRSM al um
associ ation for the past 11 years.

Umo Yout h head Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussei n, speaking at a Press
conference in Kual a Lunpur, said the question of who shoul d be el ected as
t he deputy head nust be resol ved ami cably before the party el ecti ons.

"The aspiring candi dates are all good friends and they have worked
together for the party. My advice to themis that they should not all ow
the party election to create a rift anong them

"The Unmo Yout h executive council has unani nously deci ded to resol ve the
contest for the deputy head post within the party circle,"” he said after
chairing the nmovenent's executive council nmeeting at the party
headquarters at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre.

H shanmuddi n, who i s al so the Educati on M ni ster, said this when asked
whet her the neeting had di scussed on the possible contest for the Youth
head and deputy post.

Meanwhi | e, in Serenban, Rembau Umo head and Menteri Besar Dat uk Moharmad
Hasan sai d today the division's Youth neeting recently had proposed t hat
Khai ry Janal uddi n be el ect ed unopposed as the Youth chi ef of the division

Mohamad sai d that Khairy had "good | eadership qualities"

"W have al ways wel conmed young, abl e and bri ght people like himto serve
Umo, " he said.
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