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Muslins nmust use intellect totest certain Islamc teachings, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Muslins nmust use their intellect to test certain
I sl am ¢ teachings for truth and accuracy, and not blindly foll owwhat sone
ul amas say, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"Not to use our intellect toreject erroneous interpretations of |Islam
istoreject God's gift tous,"” the forner Prine Mnister said.

"Questioning certain interpretations is not arejection of Islam

"We need to carefully study differing interpretations that confuse and
divide us."

Dr Mahat hir, who was today conferred an honorary Doctorate of Islanic
Thought fromthe University of Mal aya by the Sultan of Perak Sultan Azl an
Shah, who is the UM Chancellor, said this in his acceptance speech.

He said the fundanental s of Islamwere not debatabl e, but different
t eachi ngs on the Quran and hadith arose because the scholars who in
terpreted them as humans, were prone to sin while sone even held
political agendas.

"W do not deny the inportant role of the ulamas and i nterpreters. But
thereality is that no matter how know edgeabl e they are, they are not
free fromfaults and sins.

"It is definitely possible that interpretations by sone of themare not
accurate, and even wong," Dr Mahathir said.

He said it was "not too farfetched" to say that the ill ot of the ummah
and Muslimcountries - their poverty, violence and factionalism- was
because they did not knowthe true teachings of Islam but only believed
the selective interpretations of certain schol ars.

He sai d sonme schol ars were adamant about uphol di ng | sl am ¢ processes
that they rejected know edge of other fields, for exanple, the use of DNA
as evidence in a rape or nurder.

"If a nurderer or rapist is convicted by DNA, will we free hi mbecause
there was no witness to the crime? Circunstantial evidence can be accepted
inlslanmc justice, but there are interpreters who reject this because
t hey want to uphold the process,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said current religious education was too focused on
i ndi vi dual piety (fardhu ain) and failed to expand on fadrhu ki fayah,
whi ch taught about living in peace with one another and serving the
comuni ty.

He said the ability of Islamto transformsociety was evident fromthe
glory days of the religion after the Quran was reveal ed.

Since his retirement | ast Cctober, Dr Mahat hir has received two ot her
honorary degrees, a Doctorate of Letters fromthe International Islanic
Uni versity of Malaysia and in the field of nanagenent and engi neering from
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysi a.
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