13/ 06/ 2004
Mukhriz gets Dr M's bl essing

By Chow Kum Hor

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Mukhriz Mahathir's decision to gointo active
politics has received the bl essings of his father and forner Prine

M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

"My father gave nme the greenlight when | spoke to hi mabout the matter
about a nonth ago, " he sai d, explaining his decisionto contest the post
of Kubang Pasu di vi si on Youth chief and a seat in the Umo Youth executive
counci |l .

He said it was public know edge that when Dr Mahathir was in power, he
di scouraged his children fromentering politics as he was concerned t hat
it would create the inpression that he was starting a dynasty.

He said Dr Mahathir did not offer hi many advice after hearing about his
plans to becone nore active in Umo politics.

"It was his typical, non-enotional reply. He said it was okay and | knew
I would go into this on ny own," Mikhriz said.

The reaction fromhis nother, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, was no
different.

It is learnt that Kedah Umo Youth will pass a resolution soon to
endorse himfor the Youth executive council post.

Asked why he deci ded to contest the Youth chief post in Kubang Pasu, a
division his father used to | ead, Mikhriz said he had been an ordi nary
menber of the Jitra branch since 2000. The branch conmes under the Kubang
Pasu di vi si on.

"When | was toying with the i dea of being a nore active nenber in Umo,

I had the option of either staying in Kuala Lunmpur or serving at the state
| evel

"Considering that Umo is a grassroots party, | felt |I should go back to
Kedah. VWying for a post in the divisionis a natural choice since Jitra
falls under Kubang Pasu," he sai d.

Al 't hough a Kual a Lunpur-based busi nessman, he sai d he went back to Kedah
quite often as his father had a house there.

On whet her the two posts were stepping-stones for himto go for higher
party or governnent positions, he said he was not thinking too far ahead.
"I take things one step at atine. My focus nowis on the two posts.”

He said he hoped to win the posts, but did not want to take things for
granted now.

Mukhri z sai d as chai rman of associ ation of forner Maktab Rendah Sai ns
Mar a st udents (Ansara), he had organi sed nany educati onal, econom ¢ and
entrepreneurshi p programes. He added that he woul d continue to focus on
these areas if he were to win the posts i n Kubang Pasu and Umo Yout h.

Mukhriz, the fifth of Dr Mahathir's and Dr Siti Hasmah's seven chil dren,
has never held any party posts.

He has al so kept a nuch | ower profile than his siblings.

El der brot her Mokhzani is the Kedah Umo treasurer and former Umo Youth
treasurer. Mrzan is president of KonsortiumLogistik Bhd while sister
Marina is the Mal aysian Al DS Council president.
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