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Najib is Deputy PM (HL)

Syed Nadzri
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak will be appoi nted Deputy
Prinme M nister tonorrow

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wi || convey the deci sion
to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong tonorrow norning and i nformthe Cabi net
during its weekly neeting. He will officially announce the appointnent in
t he aft ernoon, government sources confirned t oday.

The appoi nt nent ends weeks of specul ati on on who woul d be chosen for the
country's No. 2 job.

Naj i b, 50, who was thrust into politics after his father, the country's
second Prime M nister, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, died in 1976, wi |l becone
the ninth Deputy Prinme M nister of Mal aysia. He woul d retai n his defence
portfolio, the sources said.

Naji b, who is also the seniornbst Umo vice-president, contested the
Pekan parliamentary seat whi ch becane vacant with t he sudden deat h of Tun
Razak. Najib was only 23.

Si nce then, he has served in various portfolios, including one termas
Pahang Menteri Besar, chal ki ng up the experience whi ch places hi mi n good
stead for his new appoi nt nrent as deputy to Abdul | ah

I nf or med sour ces sai d Abdul | ah, who becane Prine M nister on Oct 31 | ast
year, after the retirenent of Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad, had del ayed t he
announcenment because he wanted to put his key policy initiatives in place
first.

He al so wanted to ensure that his deputy woul d be able to work cl osely
with himto i nplement these policies.

The initiatives that Abdul | ah has announced since taking office include:

* conbating corruption;

* making agriculture a maj or conponent of his new econonic thrust;

* ensuring a better public delivery system

* reformng the police force and providing better facilities and perks
for its personnel

* inmproving the quality of education

* prudent fiscal policies and managenent of public spending by putting
off non-priority projects such as the RML4 billion doubl e-tracking rail way
proj ect; and,

* re-enphasising the rule of |aw, transparency and cor porate governance.

"Now t hat he has put his initiatives in place, he feels that it is tinme
to appoint his deputy to assist himin the snooth i npl enmentati on of the
policies," the sources said.

Further, the sources said, he woul d need his deputy to assist himin
expl ai ning these policies in the next general el ection which nmust be held
before the end of the year, but is widely speculated to be called in the
second quarter of this year.

Abdul I ah informed Najib of the appointment during a neeting this
afternoon in Putrajaya. Later in the evening, tal k of the appoi nt nrent was
abuzz t hroughout the country.

Bot h Abdul | ah and Najib coul d not be reached for conment.

Toni ght, Abdul | ah and the Cabi net hosted a farewel |l dinner for Tun Dr
Mahathir at the Prine Mnister's residence in Putrajaya. Najib and his
Cabi net col | eagues were present.
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