18/ 06/ 2004
“Nomi nati ons shoul d not be regarded as endor senents'

By Jason Ceral d

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Umo divisions, including Kepal a Batas and Pekan, can
nom nate whomthey wi sh for party posts at the party electionin

Sept enber, but such nomi nations should not be regarded as an endor sement
by the | eadership.

Prime Mnister and acting Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi said today that under the party's constitution, Umo divisions
hol di ng their del egates' neetings between July 8 and 22 shoul d al so make
nom nations for all three vice-president posts and the 25 Umo Supremne
Counci |l posts.

"As far as | know, the divisions cannot refrain frommaki ng noni nati ons.
Secondl y, when nmeki ng nom nations, they nust be made in full," he said.

"For instance, we have three vice-presidents, we cannot nom nate just
one. W nust make nomi nations for all three."”

Abdul | ah was speaking to reporters after w tnessing the signing of a
menor andum of agreenent here between DRB- H com Def ence Technol ogi es Sdn
Bhd and Agusta S.P. A of Italy on the marketing and sal e of Agusta
hel i copters in Ml aysia and the region.

He was commenting on reports that the Kepal a Batas Umo di vi si on, headed
by hi msel f, and t he Pekan divi si on, headed by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak, might not submt nominations for the party's posts as
they m ght be seen as endorsenments of those candi dates by the top
| eader shi p.

Abdul | ah said it was not the two divisions that woul d deci de who shoul d
have the posts, but the del egates at the Umo general assenbly.

Naj i b had on Tuesday sai d t he noni nati ons by the two divisions m ght
i nfl uence del egates, and certain | eaders m ght al so be of f ended by what
coul d be mi sconstrued as the endorsenment of the party's top | eaders.

"W have not decided yet," Najib said. "There are views (for both
divisions) to be neutral, but | have al so yet to discuss this with the
acting party president."

Abdul | ah sai d he understood why Najib felt that way, but added: "W
all ow the del egates fromall divisions the freedomto elect the right
people for the posts at the general assenbly."

Abdul | ah added that as Kepal a Bat as Umo chi ef, he had never tabled a
nmoti on on who shoul d be appoi nted or chosen for Umo posts.

"I have to discuss the issue with Najib. At the sane tine | have to ask
my division as well. In Umo, decisions are nade t hrough consensus,"” he
sai d.

Umo will holdits election at its general assenbly fromSept 22 to 24.

Asked on his proposal for a newlaw enabling citizens to arrest felons
such as snatch thi eves, Abdul | ah said he did not have details but the
proposal was ai ned at enpowering the people to carry out their
responsibilities withinthe jurisdiction of thelaw

"The Attorney-General's chanbers will study all aspects and issues."

Onthe call by forner Prinme M nister Tun Mahat hir Mohanmad for a review
of the annual RMLO, 000 honorari umpai d by Penang t o Kedah, Abdul | ah said
the matter would have to be referred to the Penang State Governnent.

( END)
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