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Dr M Science can benefit agricultural industry

SERDANG, Sat. - Malaysia's agricultural industry nust work with the
scientific community to continuously inprove and be conpetitive, Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

"Agriculture can never be separated fromscience," he said after
recei ving an honorary doctorate in science fromUniversiti Putra Ml aysi a.

"Wth the increase in the world' s popul ation, traditional farm ng,
fishing and |ivestock rearing will not be enough to fulfil the gl obal
dermand.

"I't is by enbracing techni ques such as cl oni ng and usi ng genetically
nodi fi ed crops that we can nove forward."

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysia had a good track record in agricultural
research. For exanple, rubber trees nowyield 10 tinmes nore latex than in
the 1940s. "Even our oil palms yield nore kernels and bl oomearlier. This
shows t hat conti nuous devel oprment i nproves the i ndustry."”

Dr Mahathir was conferred his doctorate by UPM Chancel | or Sultan
Shar af uddi n Idris Shah of Sel angor at the university's 28th convocation
today. The cerenony saw 710 students receiving their PhD, naster's and
bachel or' s degrees.
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