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Opcom expands i nto broadband busi ness

By ZURI NNA RAJA ADAM

FI BRE- opti ¢ cabl e manufacturer OQpcomHol dings Bhd is giving itself
three years to turninto a full provider of broadband-based services.

Its chairman, Datuk Mukhriz Mahathir, said the company nust transform
to benefit fromthe country's fast adaptati on to broadband facilities.

As it expands into the new busi ness, Qopcomw || gradually reduce its
dependence on the fibre-optic cable manufacturing busi ness.

"We are at the early stage in becom ng a pioneer in broadband
infrastructure provider, but are well on way right now, since the group
has been working on this for the past two years," Mikhriz tol d Busi ness
Times in a recent interview.

Opcom s busi ness transformation plan is strongly influenced by Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Bhd' s and ot her tel ecommmuni cati on conpani es' shift into becom ng
full providers of broadband facilities in high-density areas

The t el ecomruni cati on conpanies are also planning to wire up school s
with I nternet using higher speed broadband connecti ons.

Opcomi s |l ooking into providing a full range of broadband
i nfrastructure products, such as software devel opnent, applications,
wi red and wi rel ess equi prent, network design work, security network
provi der, consul tancy and engi neeri ng services.

The group is inits initial stages of developing its own technol ogy
while talking to | ocal and foreign conpani es to expl ore and exchange
t echnol ogi es.

"Basically, we plan to achieve the goal through a fast-track way by
mer gi ng and acqui ri ng ot her technol ogy conpani es, " Mikhriz sai d.

No i nvestnent figure was quoted but Mikhriz said Opcom being a listed
entity, has the option of turning to the capital market for funding of
its expansion progranme.

"l guess it depends on the opportunity that comes, sonetimes it could
be seen maybe as an expansi ve endeavour, but if we proceed and the
shar ehol ders val ue can be greatly enhanced by the nove, then we'll do
it," Mikhriz said.

He is optimstic that the nove will benefit the conpany. Opcom he
said, has a track record of being a provider of fibre-optic cables to
Tel ekom

"Opcomis well-placed to fulfil any need of the custoners as (the)
relationshipis there. It is easy for us to add i n equi prent and do ot her
things for the custoners,” Mikhriz said.

The had been awarded a RML70 mi |l lion contract by Tel ekomto supply
slotted cabl es.

Opcom whi ch produces slotted core and | oose tubes, has an annua
capacity of 12,000kmand 3, 000kmrespectively. It has so far supplied
30, 000km cabl es around the country.

This year, Opcomis working to secure contracts fromregional and West
Asi an countri es.

Established in 1994, it forned a 70:30 joint venture with Sweden-based
Eri csson Cables AB to be one of the first manufacturers of fibre-optic
cables in the country.

It was listed on the Mesdaq Market of Bursa Mal aysi a Bhd on Decenber 23
2003 and rmade an i npressive debut when its shares closed 31 sen above its
of fer price of 80 sen apiece. The stock closed 6 sen down to RM2. 10
yest er day.
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