09/ 01/ 2004
Naji b quashes talk of split in Umo

M K. Megan

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Najib Razak today quashed specul ation
that there would be a split in Umo follow ng his appoi nt ment as Deputy
Prime M nister yesterday.

He said statenents of support for his appoi ntment by Umo | eaders,
particularly his two Umo vicepresidential col |l eagues, Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n
Yassin and Tan Sri Muhammad Tai b, were proof enough that the party was
stable and that its nenbers woul d continue to work together as a team

Muhyi ddi n and Muhammad wer e anong nmany Umo | eaders who wel coned Najib's
appoi nt rent and pl edged support for his | eadership.

There has been talk in Umo circles and in the Internet Press that
supporters of Mihyiddin were unhappy that he had not been chosen to be
Deputy Prinme M nister.

"I have known both Tan Sri Mihyi ddin and Tan Sri Muhammad for a | ong
ti me and we have no probl ens working together," he said.

Naj i b al so di sni ssed questions on whet her the sai d unhappi ness could
cause a split within the Umo ranks.

He said that followers usually took the cue fromthe | eaders but inthis
case, the | eaders had pl edged support and promised to work as a team As
such, he believed that such specul ati on woul d renmai n as specul ati on

Naj i b was speaki ng at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Subang this
nmorni ng after seeing off Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
who left for Jakarta on a one-day visit.

Muhyi ddi n sai d yesterday that Abdull ah's choice of Najib as the nunber
two woul d conpl enent the Prime M nister's job of governing the country.

Last June, at the Umo general assenbly, Mihyi ddi n and Muhanmad had
openly pl edged before the del egates that they woul d support anyone
Abdul | ah chose and woul d not chal | enge the deci si on

The annual del egates conference is the party's highest deci si on-naki ng
pl atformand any pl edge nmade i s deemed sacr osanct .

Najib al so said there was no provision in the Umo constitution for the
appoi ntnent of an acting deputy president as Abdul |l ah was still the
el ected deputy. Abdullah is acting Umo president, a post he assuned
following the retirenment of forner party president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
| ast Cctober. Both Abdull ah and Naji b are expected to be confirnmed as the
party's nunmber one and two at the annual del egates conference | ater this
year.

Asked about the possibility of the general el ection being held soon,
Naj i b sai d that deci sion was solely the prerogative of the Prine M nister
The party, however, was working hard in preparing for the el ections.

Asked to comrent on the congratul atory notes fromUnited States and
France on hi s appointrment, Najib said Abdul | ah had stated that Mal aysia's
foreign policy was "to be friendly with as nany countries as possibl e,

i ncl udi ng the US".

"We can differ on certain specific policy issues but that does not mean
we cannot col |l aborate and co-operate in other aspects," he said.

In recent nonths, Mal aysia has had policy differences with the US,
particularly on the Bush administration's invasion of |ragq.
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