26/ 05/ 2004
Abdul | ah, Najib get the nod (HL)

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Tony Emmanuel
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The country's top two | eaders are a cusp away from
bei ng el ected Umo presi dent and deputy president respectively.

Umo' s hi ghest deci si on-maki ng body | ast night deci ded unani nously that
it wants Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and hi s deputy
Dat uk Seri Naji b Razak to be unopposed at the Sept 23 party el ecti ons.

The suprene council felt this would be consistent with the wi shes of
Mal aysi ans, who had returned Bari san Nasional to power with a resoundi ng
victory in the general election

By convention, Umo rank-and-file fall into |line after a decision has
been reached by the council

"All those who attended the neeting had entrusted ne to i ssue a
statement on the stand we had taken," said party secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob today.

Khal il said that he did not announce the deci sion yesterday to avoid
creating the perception that Abdullah had had a hand in it.
"Nei t her Abdul | ah nor Najib was involved at all in the di scussion

al t hough they were present," he added.

Abdul | ah becanme Prine M nister and acting Umo president on Cct 31 when
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad retired.

Naji b was subsequently appointed Deputy Prinme M nister and entrusted
with the duties of deputy president.

Khal il said the suprene council felt it was necessary to make its stand
known on the top two positions, as the divisional elections were inm nent.

Umo divisions will hold their neetings in July, where they wll
nom nat e candi dates for top party posts.

"W want to tell the divisions that none of us hol di ng seni or posts in
the party is interested in going for the nunmber one and nunber two posts.
"l have al so been in contact with the divisions, and none of them has
i ndi cated that they want to nom nate anyone ot her than Abdul | ah and Najib

for the two posts,” he added.

Vi ce- president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmmad Tai b and i nformation chief Tan
Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub said Abdul | ah and Najib were nost suited for
t he posts, as they were accepted by Ml aysi ans as | eaders.

This was evident in the BN s victory in the March general el ection.

"The peopl e recogni sed their | eadership, and there is no reason for Umo
nmenbers not to endorse this," said Megat Junid.

Mal acca Chi ef M nister and suprene council menber Dat uk Mohd Al'i Mbhd
Rustambelieved it was the wish of all Umo divisions to see the top two
positions go to Abdul | ah and Najib. "The supreme council was doing what it
should do, that is, to stateits stand on the natter."

Najib said the council's decision was not ainmed at curbing the
denocratic process

"I't is inportant that we respect the decision nade by t he people," he
said, after witnessing the co-operation collaboration agreenment between
Eur ocopt er Mal aysi a and Conposi te Technol ogy Resear ch Mal aysi a i n Subang.
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