22/ 06/ 2004

No i nfighting, Umo | eaders agree

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The bitter infighting that marred Umo's 1987 and
1993 party el ecti ons shoul d never be repeated, Umo | eaders and veterans
agreed today.

They were commenting on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi ' s cal | yesterday to Umo nenbers to avoid factionalismor risk
weakeni ng the party.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin described the coming party
election as "a real unity test".

"In the past, many have been sacked for getting themsel ves involved in
canmps," he said

"This woul d not bode well for a party which pronptes unity anpng
Mal aysi ans, especially the Mal ays.

"Umo nenbers nust continue to uphold the party's unity to protect its
interest."”

Abdul | ah had said that factionalismled to conflicts enbroiling al
menbers, causing trouble and threatening Umo's unity.

In previous party el ections, especially in 1987 and 1993, the formation
of conpeting teans led to aninosity that |lingered |ong after the outcone
of the election was settl ed.

In 1993, the then Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimforned a
"Vi sion Teani' to oust the then deputy president Tun Chafar Baba, and in
1988 the now defunct Semangat 46 was born after Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
failed to unseat then president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t he previ ous year

Vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b said splits in the party
woul d al so weaken the nation

"Party menbers nust be mature and cautious during the conming party
el ection,” he said. "W won the | ast general el ection because we were a
united front.

"Let this be a lesson to all of us."

( END)
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