21/ 03/ 2004
No rest for Kedah BN in close battle

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Elizabeth John
NO one i n Kedah BN sl ept |ast night.

Teans conduct ed house-to-house visits and small group neetings until
m dni ght in constituencies identified as "grey" areas.

There is a reason for this 11th hour intensity: the battle for the
northern State is too close to call. Predictions change by the hour.

Sone BN offcials predict a 30-6 win in the 36-seat State Assenbly while
the Opposition believes it will sneak in with a 19-17 victory.

The huge difference indicates howdifficult it has been for both sides
as well as the pundits to gauge where the fence-sitters will swing. A nore
realistic assessnent sees BN wi nning at | east 24 state seats.

Kedah has been on the radar screen since Pas won 12 state seats and
ei ght of the 15 parlianent seats in the 1999 el ecti on.

Hence the decision by the party to field its heavywei ghts and decl are
its intention to west control of the State fromBN.

But State BN chairman Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain believes that the
Pas threat will be headed of f.

"W have over cone past m stakes, and you can see for yoursel ves how
there i s no serious cases cantasnencant as (sabotage), no Umo A and Umo B
this time around.

"This is our best opportunity to redeemourselves. W are all hungry for
victory," he said.

Kedah BN recei ved a hel pi ng hand from Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. The
former Prine Mnister gave a pep talk to party nenbers and bl asted Pas for
its hypocrisy.

Earlier in the canpaign, he | aid down a chall enge to Syed Razak, telling
hi mt hat anything | ess than a sterling victory woul d be unaccept abl e.

"I't is because we did not do so well in 1999 that we nust regai n our
| ost honour in Kedah and show good results this tinme," he said.

Pas politicians were nodest about their chances. They said the party
expected to nmaintain the 12 seats it won five years ago. Sources, however,
say the party believes it will have a sinple majority after the polls.

St ate Pas Conmi ssi oner Azi zan Abdul Razak gave his party a 50-50 chance
of taking control of Kedah.

"It will be a very close and very tough fight."

Pas has conducted a stealth-1ike canpai gn and has used problenms in the
State's administration, as well as infighting in Umo to attack the BN

Interestingly, both sides are al so unsure about the true strength of
their adversary.

Cer amah, which used to be a staple fare of past el ecti ons and whi ch
served as an indicator of the Qpposition's support, has been abandoned in
favour of house-to-house canpai gni ng.

The BN canpai gn too has been | owkey, concentrating its efforts in
specific seats that Pas won with narrow majorities.

Parti Keadilan Nasional is nore optinistic about the Cpposition's
chances. Vice-president Saifuddin Nasution Ismail said the aimto take
Kedah was wi thin reach.

He said: "W can get the mininum19 and anythi ng nore woul d be a bonus."
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