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Ku Li challenge - when will enough be enough?

By Kalinmullah Hassan
SO Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has agai n deci ded to pursue his rel entl ess
dreamthat tells himhe is destined to | ead Umo and Mal aysi a.

For 23 years, the Gua Musang Menber of Parliament has persistently
pursued this dreamat great cost - to hinself but, unfortunately, largely
to Umo and the country.

Yesterday, in his constituency in Kelantan, he offered hinself for the
Umo presi dency "because no one el se has".

G eat. Does that mean that he is the ulti mate denocrat who wants to give
Umo nenbers "a denocratic choice?" O does he mean that i n a denocracy,

t here must be chal l enge to prove that denpcracy exists?

There nust, then, be sonething wong with all the other Umo | eaders who
do not feel conmpelled to offer themselves for the post. These | eaders
don't get it, do they?

Tengku Razal ei gh's argunent is that the Umo presidency i s vacant and
Umo menbers nust have "a denocratic choice" in deciding who fills that
vacancy.

He al so says that it was at the "requests of Umo grassroots" that he is
"offering" himself and that a contest for Umo president will only take
pl ace "if" he gets enough nom nations.

It all sounds fine. Wiy should anyone deny Tengku Razal ei gh his
"denocratic right" to of fer hinself?

No one shoul d.

To of fer onesel f sounds very nmagnani nous. But in Umo parl ance, everyone
knows when one offers hinself, what it really means is "hey, | want to
contest. Please nominate ne".

So let the party begin.

The "@urkhas" (canpaigners in this contest) have found the raison d' etre
to malign, underni ne and di vi de.

Razal ei gh believes in destiny. Inthe 1970s, Time nmagazine |listed him
and Tan Sri Musa Hitamas the nmen nost likely to lead Malaysia in the
future.

Miusa retired fromactive politics in 1989 after he | ost the Umo deputy
presi dency and while still remaining a statesnman, has refused to be baited
by his supporters to be involved in active politics.

But Tengku Razal ei gh nust have a stronger belief in Tine magazine's
prediction.

In 1981, when there was a vacancy for both the president's and deputy
president's posts after Tun Hussein Onn retired, Razal ei gh did not
chal l enge the top post but went for the nunber two position

The conventional thinking then was that he accepted Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad, who was unchal | enged for Umo president, as the right man for the
j ob.

So, he and Musa fought it out for the deputy presidency. In the run-up
Tengku Razal ei gh confidently declared that he woul d wi n. He | ost and Miusa
becane deputy presi dent and deputy prime minister

In 1984, there was no vacancy.

But Tengku Razal eigh still felt he had the "support of Ummo grassroots”
and he chal |l enged Miusa again. He | ost. Again.

Then in 1985, Miusa quit as deputy prine mnister after differences with
Dr Mahat hir. He was repl aced by Tun CGhaf ar Baba. Razal ei gh and Miusa t eaned
up in 1987 to chal |l enge Dr Mahat hir. There was no vacancy but Razal ei gh



felt he had the "support of the grassroots". Misa def ended his deputy
president's post.

Razal ei gh lost, yet again, and this time so did Misa.

But Razal ei gh's supporters believed that he shoul d have won, that he
still had the support of the grassroots and they chal |l enged the deci sion
incourt. They lost. So did Umo. It was declared an unl awful party and
de-regi stered. The country was thrown i nto uncertainty.

Dr Mahathir set up a new party called New Umo or "Umo Baru" and
Razal ei gh set up its rival, Semangat 46 (The Spirit of 46), named after
t he year when the original Umo was forned.

At the first nmeeting of the Umo Baru pro-temconmttee, Dr Mahathir and
| eaders of the New Umo, which included Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw
and Datuk Seri Najib Razak, passed the hat around to col |l ect nmoney for the
re-registration process of the New Umo.

Umo Baru had no noney, no nachi nery, no infrastructure and everything
had to be rebuilt again. It was a sl ow and pai nful process which took
several years and in the intervening period, investors shi ed away because
of the uncertainty.

Mal ays were divided, there was a | ot of acrinony and tensions built up
as the opposition parties tried to take advantage of the situation.

In the 1990 general election, Razal eigh teanmed up with Umo's sworn
political enem es, Pas and the DAP, and even nmanaged to entice the Parti
Ber sat u Sabah, an Umo ally, to desert the Bari san Nasi onal and fi ght
against it.

Agai n, Razal eigh confidently told reporters at the old Subang Airport
that his opposition alliance would "win" the el ection.

Again, in the pursuit of denocracy, the denpcratic process proved him
wong. Hs alliance |ost.

Razal ei gh only succeeded in ensuring that the BN | ost in Sabah and
Kel ant an.

By 1995, many of Razaleigh's allies had | eft himto rejoin Umo. That
year, in the general election, Spirit of 46 was al nbst wi ped out. Sabah
had returned to the BN in 1994 but Kel antan was | ost agai n.

In 1996, Razal ei gh made overtures in the interest of unity. Dr Mahathir
buri ed t he past and accepted Razal ei gh and hi s sprinkling of supporters
back i nt o Umo. Dr Mhat hir was magnani nous enough t o even nake Razal ei gh
t he head of Kel antan Umo, providing hi mthe opportunity to redeemhi nsel f
by returning Kelantan to the Umo fold.

Unfortunately in the 1999 general el ection, the Razal ei gh-1ed Kel ant an
Umo did worse - winning only one Parliament and two State seats in the
Gua Musang Parlianmentary constituency.

The Kel antan results were bl anmed on the Anwar I|brahi missue although
Umo won in all the other states except Terengganu, al beit by | esser
mar gi ns.

In 2000, Razal ei gh attenpted to contest the Umo deputy presidency which
was vacant after Anwar |brahi m s sacki ng but attenpts to noni nate hi mwere
futile when his supporters were outvoted at division | evel

Abdul I ah went on to becone deputy presi dent when Razal ei gh received only
two nomi nations for that post and one for president.

I n 2001, Abdullah brokered the PBS return to the BN. The final links to
t he Serrangat 46 al | i ance had been severed and bot h PBS presi dent Dat uk
Joseph Pairin Kitingan and hi s deputy, Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili, grateful
to Abdul I ah and Dr Mahathir, have repeatedly sworn all egi ance to t he new
prime mnister.

In 2003, Dr Mahathir retired and Abdul | ah becane prine m nister and Umo
acting president.

In 2004, Abdullah led Umo and the BNto its best ever victory in a



general el ection since | ndependence, w nni ng back Terengganu and al nost
def eating Pas in Kel antan.

The new teamin Kel antan, though appoi nted by Dr Mahathir, was | argely
handpi cked by Abdul | ah.

Now i n 2004, Razal ei gh wants to go for the Umo presidency because
"there is a vacancy" and because "t he grassroots" want himto.

Phew! Agai n?

These same grassroots who just slightly | ess than four nont hs ago backed
t he Abdul |l ah-1ed Umo and BN to such a resoundi ng victory have changed
their mnds so fast? What has happened i n these 100 days that they
suddenly are pressuring Razal ei gh to chal |l enge Abdul | ah?

We nust have all mssed it.

But the facts are that vacancy or no vacancy, Tengku Razal ei gh has
contested or tried to contest the top two posts in Umo every tinme he
coul d since 1981.

Each tine the grassroots have spoken | oud and cl ear.

Tengku Razal ei gh shoul d be all owed to contest. But naybe, it is tinme for
hi mal so to ponder this question: when will enough be enough?

( END)
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