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I slami ¢ heritage conservation

Hi zr een Kamal

INits aimto be the custodi an and educator of Islamic art and craft in
Sout heast Asia, the Islamc Arts MuseumMal aysi a recently opened its nuch-
awai t ed Conservation Centre at its premi ses in Jal an Lenbah Perdana, Kual a
Lunpur.

The centre is the first of its kind in the country and region, and w ||
cater for the national and regi onal needs with special focus on Islamc
art and craft. The nethodol ogy used i s based on Islam c principles and
val ues.

The centre conserves, restores and nanages cul tural property,
safeguarding it for future generations and engagi ng i n heritage advocacy
t hrough co-operation with heritage and conservation institutions.

The centre al so furthers know edge and i nfornati on managenment in
conservation through research and trai ning.

Covering sone 1,100 square netres, the centre is built at a cost of RW5
mllion, funded by the nuseumand the Al bukhary Foundati on. Generous
sponsor shi ps have been provi ded by Si enens Ml aysia, amobunting to
RM350, 000, while "Centrumfuer Internationale M gration und Entw ckl ung
based in Frankfurt, Germany contributes to the training of conservation
per sonnel .

The centre consists of five different |aboratories each focusing on
speci fic areas such as organi c and i norganic material, analysis and a
phot ogr aphi ¢ st udi o.

Al'l the | aboratories are engaged in specific tasks and are supplied with
state-of-the-art tools and equi prment.

The centre is manned by 15 experienced and trained staff.

"Today's world is characterised by fast devel opnent and gl obal i sati on.
The 21st century is the century in which cultural and natural heritage is
t hr eat ened, danmaged or destroyed as never before.

"Conservation and restoration can counterbal ance negati ve effects on
tangi bl e heritage, whether they are of social, econonic or environmental
nature, " said museumdirector Syed Mohamad Al bukhary.

The conservation centre was opened by forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

Al so present were Al bukhary Foundati on executive chairman Tan Sri Syed
Mokht ar Al bukhary and t he nuseumi s conservation centre head Friedrich
Zi nk.
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