25/ 07/ 2004
Bringi ng I sl amHadhari into the nainstream

By Rose |snuil

THE first official document on | sl amHadhari is expected to be | aunched by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi early next nonth. ROSE

| SMAIL gets a sneak preview of this intriguing concept.

| SLAM Hadhari will require a conpl ete change in outlook. It will demand
that every Muslimviewthe religionin a progressive, expansive and
i ncl usive way.

Cvilisational Islam as the termhas been translated, will encourage
Muslinms to pay as nmuch attention to the here and now, as they do the
hereafter.

It has been crafted to go beyond | abel s and synbols, to focus on
cont enpor ary devel opnents and t o acknow edge t he contri buti ons of all
Mal aysi ans.

As Tan Sri Ham d O hman expl ai ns, the | abourer who fi xes broken pi pes,
t he rubber tapper who begi ns tappi ng bef ore dawn, the engi neer who
constructs a dam the doctor who cares for her patients and the cashier
who does his work with integrity are all good people and, if they are
Musl i ms, such honest and diligent efforts woul d make themgood Miuslins as
wel | .

Such peopl e do nore for Islamthan those who pray relentlessly in the
nmosque each day, says Hamid, whois the Prine Mnister's religious affairs
advi ser.

In the same way, he adds, if Cordova is acknow edged by Miuslins as a
synbol of Islams past architectural glory, then KLCC shoul d al so be seen
as a significant achi evenent by a Muslimcountry today.

This shift in approach woul d be viewed suspiciously by literalists -
those who take the Quran and Hadith in the nost literal sense - but it is
likely to open new vistas and opportunities for those yearning to make
Islamrel evant to contenporary times.

"Why do we confine our readings and di scussions of the Quran to what was
done in Yenen during the Prophet's tinme?" asks Hami d.

"Six kilometres of waterways - as stated in the Quran - was clearly a
huge endeavour then but we now have 250km of wat erways cri sscrossing t he
state of Kedah. W have a damwhich supplies a third of the State.

"Aren't these major achi evenents nmade by Muslins as wel | ?"

Ham d knows that it will not be easy to persuade people to believe that
such devel opnments are linked to I sl am

As one political activist points out: "Ml aysian-Mislins are anong the
nost conservative and orthodox in the Islam c worl d.

"We have a wi de range of choices but our ulanma tend to adopt the
strictest and sonetines, the nost restrictive position on nost matters. "

A broader perspective on Islamis nore readily acceptable in Iran,

I ndonesi a and Egypt where i ntense i ntel |l ectual discussions on |slamtake
pl ace.

Inthis country, discussions are often thwarted because of the fear of
goi ng astray. Tangible matters are al so seen as "worl dly" and, therefore,
transi ent and uni nportant.

"How do we i npress upon Muslins that God enjoins themto prepare for the
afterlife and, at the sane tinme, do their best inthis world, for the
living, for all of humanki nd?"

In the last few years, Hami d, encouraged by Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and
Abdul | ah, travelled the world to consult scholars on howto link I sl amto



progress and devel opnent.

After much di scussi on both here and abroad, Abdullah finally introduced
I sl am Hadhari in 2002.

Because it was done without fanfare, it was al nost ignored until a week
before t he general el ection when the Prime Mnister fleshed it out before
an audi ence of 25, 000.

Today, some political anal ysts say Bari san Nasional's el ection victory
was due to Abdullah's integrity as a | eader and his vision of |Islamwhich
fired the imagi nati on of many.

O course, Pas has ridicul ed the concept as hal f-baked. The Qpposition
party clainms that |slamHadhari is a newreligion. Their | eaders have
poked fun at the wong usage of "hadhari” (civilisation).

Unperturbed, Ham d says the word was co-opted for | ocal usage. Hence
Arabi c grammar is not an issue.

More importantly, he says, |slamHadhari re-orientates the way Mislins
| ook at thenselves, their faith and others

Therefore, devotionto God is not just praying five tines a day: it also
neans t hat you don't cheat, take bribes, sl ander others and persecute
those different fromyou

Ham d stresses that |slamHadhari does not, in any way, tanmper with the
substance of |slamalthough there is growi ng acknow edgenent that |ife has
changed consi derably since the tinme of the Prophet.

Essentially, this nmeans that probl ens affecting the unmmah shoul d now be
handl ed differently.

By extension, this would al so mean that in worldly matters,

i nterpretations can change.

What appears to be nost refreshing about |slamHadhari is that it allows
contenporary Muslims to nove forward

For instance, if Pas is urging Ml aysian-Mislins to support the setting
up of an Islamc state, IslamHadhari is likely to allowfor a position
where such a state need not be formally forged as | ong as val ues and
principles are conpatible with | slam

This is an interesting take on the i ssue and one which may pull the rug
fromunder Pas' feet.

I f Mal aysi an-Mislinms accept |slamHadhari, it would not just be a coup
for the Umo-led Government; it could al so wi den the space for nore voices
to contribute to the kind of Islamwe want in this country.

One political |eader who is confident that Muslins will support the new
approach i s Dat uk Van Ahnad Farid Wan Sal |l eh, political secretary to the
M ni ster of Honme Affairs.

"Pas says that until and unless we set up an Islamc state, we will
never be good Musli ns.

"Does this nmean that if you live in England or Russia, you can't be a
good MuslinP There are five mllion Muslinms in France. Are they all bad?"

Wan Farid, who practised |lawfor many years before joining politics,
says Pas wants nore laws to be inplenented to rid society of negative and
destructive el ements "but you can't transformsociety by | egal nmeans
al one.

"Peopl e nust see the bigger picture, they nust understand that thereis
nore to Islamthan its | aws. "

He believes that with IslamHadhari, the Islanmic state i dea espoused by
Pas wi Il slowy neander into oblivion.

But before this happens, the new approach shoul d be publicly debat ed.
Until now, this has not happened.

Thus far, discussions have only invol ved a sel ect nunber of schol ars,
politicians and senior governnent officials.

Wor kshops have al so been conducted, |largely with governnent servants,



but what is being taught is not known.

Wonen' s groups, non-Mislins and Muslins who are not in the Azharite canp
(those who studied in Cairo's Al Azhar university) have all been excl uded
fromthe discussions - which may not be the best strategy to take as the
new approach nust be accessible to and accepted by all.

Because so little i s known about |slamHadhari, many non-Mislins are
natural Iy anxi ous about it, as are wonmen who have not al ways enjoyed the
status and rights which they have under |slam

Ham d gi ves the assurance that Muslins and non-Mislins have equal
status, shared rights and responsi bilities under |IslamHadhari .

Wonen, Wan Farid adds, will also play as inportant a role as men. There
are plans, for instance, to appoint wonmen Syari ah judges soon.

But the proof in the pudding is in the eating.

How woul d aut horiti es, under the new approach, have handl ed t he Shamal a
Sat hi yaseel an case where her two young chil dren were converted to I sl am
wi t hout her know edge?

Wul d the courts have dealt with the case i nvol ving four individuals who
renounced | sl amdi fferently? Wul d Musl i ns have treated theml ess harshly,
especi al | y when one of themdi ed upon rel ease fromprison?

And where woul d hudud fit in this new scheme of things?

| sl am Hadhari does not reject hudud, says Ham d, but neither can such
| aws be inplenented at this point in tine.

Political scientist Dr Chandra Muzaffar, a little uncertain about the
I sl amHadhari concept because he believes | sl amshoul d not have epithets
or | abels, wonders whether it is even necessary to deal w th hudud.

"Hudud is a segnent of the Syariah which focuses on strengthening the
et hical foundation of society," he says.

"Instead of | ooking at specific |laws and getting ourselves into a knot
over jurisprudential argunments, let's concentrate on Syari ah goal s whi ch
ensure social justice for all.

"Syariah is 80 per cent figh (jurisprudence) and the root mneani ng of
this is "to think' - which we don't.

"Ml aysi a nust have brave | eaders who say don't be trapped by figh
because the medi eval approach was neant for medi eval tinmes."

For the new concept to work, Chandra says there nust be a shift in
enphasis fromrituals and synbols to the substance of the faith. And this
must begin in schools and taken right up to the university |evel.

Anot her i nportant el ement woul d be to prevent the nedia frompronoting a
stereotypi cal and often sinplistic approach to Islam

Chandra al so bel i eves that exanpl es of good Muslinms woul d hel p. These
shoul d be individuals who are faithful to Islam c practices, and are
out st andi ng as teachers, engineers and doctors.

Finally, he says, Muslins nust knowt hat being |Islani c means recogni si ng
and respecting the rights of other comrmunities and i ndivi dual s.

"Right now, there is no country that does this adequately.

But Hami d, nore hopeful than nost, is confident that |slamHadhari wll
wor k.

"W have been practising it since | ndependence and today, after nuch
effort, we can stand on our own feet. This is what civilisational Islamis
about . "

( END)
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