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Local scientists blazing a hot trail toicy Antarctica

By Marina Emmanuel
PENANG Sat. - One of the few places on Earth whi ch has never experienced
war i s Antarctica

The "White Continent', renote, unforgiving and uni nhabited, is an
environnent whichis fully protected and where scientific researchis
accorded priority.

A nature reserve set aside exclusively for peace and science, this icy
continent is protected by the Antarctic Treaty, which came into force on
June 23, 1961, after ratification by the 12 countries then active in
Antarctic science

The treaty's goals are

* To demilitarise Antarctica, establish it as a zone free of nucl ear
tests and t he di sposal of radi oactive waste, and to ensure it is used for
peacef ul purposes only;

* To pronote international scientific co-operationin Antarctica; and,

* To set aside disputes over territorial sovereignty.

Al t hough Mal aysia's i nvol venment in Antarctic research dates back | ess
than a decade, it has wasted no tine in naking its presence felt in the
gl obal community of Antarctic scientists.

Despite the country being a relatively new player in Antarctic
scientific endeavours, nore than 30 Mal aysi an sci enti sts have visited the
continent.

"The country is also fortunate to have had such a visionary | eader such
as forner Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who initiated, pronoted
and notivat ed the Mal aysi an scientists,"” says Universiti Sains Mal aysi a
School of Biol ogical Science dean Professor Dr Mashhor Mansor. Descri bing
the Antarctica as a "laboratory initself", Mashhor, who went on a nont h-
| ong expedition there |l ast year, is afirmbeliever that scientists cannot
remain in |aboratories.

He waxes lyrical over the beauty of the voyage and the inspiration drawn
fromthe " Sci ence Continent', whose environnment he descri bed as "harsh"

And no wonder. Its tenperatures plunge fromm nus one degree Celsius to
m nus 30 degrees wi thin an hour.

"It is a great place for science and the | andscape is fantastic. It is
possi bl e to see the sun and nmoon at the sane tinme, but is certainly no
hol i day destination," he said.

"Antarctica hol ds the key to what happened when our | and mass broke away
200 mllion years ago." He said Mal aysi an scientists need to experience
Antarctic.

Al t hough t he recomended age for scientists and researchers to journey
to Antarctica is between 35 and 40, he was not deterred fromventuring
there at the age of 52 | ast year.

"Dr Mahathir was nmy inspiration to do research in Antarctica and | was
m ndful that the extrene weather could kill me."

Kel ant an- bor n Mashhor underwent stringent nedi cal tests, enbraced a
vegetari an di et and wal ked | ong di stances as part of a regi men to prepare
for trip.

"The potential for gain froma trip of this nature is endless," said
Mashhor, a professor of Aquatic Botany, who describes Antarctica as
"science at worKk"

"It has the worst weather in the world, but its beauty turns a scienti st
into an artist."



And it is this beauty of science which brought out the artistic side in
Mashhor, which is evident in his book, Merintis Jal an ke-Antarctica
(Journey to Antarctica).

The book, witten in layman's | anguage, serves as a tribute to Dr
Mahat hir and attenpts to convey to Mal aysi ans, especially school children,
t he beauty of science.

Mashhor will present the book to Dr Mahathir here at an international
sem nar organi sed by USMand t he Mal aysi an Acadeny of Sci ences on Monday.

The 2nd Mal aysi an I nternational Sem nar on Antarctica is to facilitate
the pronotion of scientific research by Mal aysi an scientists in
Antarctica.

Dr Mahathir will present the keynote address on "Policies of Antarctica:
What is the rol e of devel oping countries in Antarctica?"

The event, to be opened by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, will
see the participation of Mal aysi an and i nternational scientists,
pol i cymakers and students from Penang school s.

Mashhor said: "W want to expose school children to the potential of
exploring the world, notably Antarctica, which is considered the
“Continent for Science'."

"This sort of exposure is needed to bring Ml aysians into an
international scientific arena of first-class research work with well -
known scientists."”
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