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By Ani za Dam s
IN THE short 69 years he lived, Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abi di n, Chairman of
Petronas and Mal aysia Airlines, dedicated 44 years to his country.

The | ast 24 hours before his sudden death yesterday, Azizan spent in
meeti ngs; one with Second Fi nance M nister Tan Sri Nor Mohamed Yakcop to
di scuss matters concerni ng Putraj aya Corporation, the devel oper of the
federal adm nistrative capital, of which Azi zan was al so chai r man.

Azi zan has been descri bed as having been instrunental in the success of
Petronas, the world' s nmost profitable oil conmpany, as well as to the
positive turnaround of Mal aysia Airlines.

Born i n Penang on May 28, 1935, Azizan received his early schooling at
two of Penang's nmost illustrious educational institutions, Francis Light
School and Penang Free School, before going onto study at the University
of Ml aya in Singapore.

He j oi ned the Mal aysian Civil Service as an Assistant Secretary in the
Education Mnistry in 1960, noving to the Prine Mnister's Departnent five
years | ater, and becom ng Princi pal Assistant Secretary (Security and
Intelligence) inthe Hone Mnistry in 1967.

He was National Security Council Secretary from1969 to 1971.

He served as Principal Private Secretary to three Prine Mnisters: Tun
Abdul Razak (1971-1975), Tun Hussein Onn (1975-1981) and Dr Mahathir
Mohamad (now Tun) from 1981 until 1984.

Azi zan was Secretary-Ceneral in the Mnistries of Trade and | ndustry
(1984-1985) and Hone (1985-1988).

In 1988, after 28 years in the civil service, Azizan was appoi nted
Presi dent and Chi ef Executive of Petronas, taking over fromTan Sri
Abdul | ah Mohamed Sal | eh.

On February 10, 1995, he was nade chai r man.

Six years later, in 2001, Azizan took on the chairmanshi p of Mal aysi a
Airlines Berhad.

H s final appointment was as a commi ssioner of the newy forned Royal
Conmmi ssi on on the Police Force, early this year.

Besi des his involvenent inthe civil service and public sector, Azizan
al so served as chai rman of vari ous renowned private corporations,

i ncluding Petronas Carigali, Mal aysia LNG MIBE Mal aysi a, Petronas
Refinery (Mal acca), Petronas Kual a Lunpur City Centre Berhad (KLCCB), and
KLCC (Hol di ngs) Ber had.

He was al so a director of Bank Bum putra Ml aysi a Ber had.

In anong all this, Azizan took a nunber of devel opment and nanagenent
courses at Oxford University (1965) and the Royal Col | ege of Defence
Studi es (1973) in the United Kingdom and at Harvard Busi ness School in
the United States (1983).

He recei ved honorary doctorates fromUniversiti Sains Mal aysi a, Penang,
and Universiti Uara Ml aysi a, Kedah, and was best owed with t hree honours
by the Yang Di - Pertuan Agong, and several others by the States of Penang,
Mal acca, Sarawak.

In 2003, the French Governnment conferred on hi mthe Order of the
Commander of the Legi on of Honour, one of the nost prestigi ous French
awar ds and the country's hi ghest civilian honour.

Azi zan was al so chai rman of the Ml aysi a- USA Busi ness Council, Asean-
Canada Busi ness Council, and presi dent of the Ml aysi an Petrol eumd ub,
Mal aysi an G | Conpany Ber had, and nenber of the East Asia Committee of



LI oyd' s Regi ster, and the National Information Technol ogy Council (N TC).
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