16/ 06/ 2004

Mahat hi r: d obal i sed worl d not denpcratic

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The gl obalised world as visualised today is not a
denocratic world, says former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"No one represents the poor and no one cares for the poor," he said in a
speech to the Harvard Club on "Mastering the Realities of G obalisation -
The Way Forward to 2020".

But the provision of infrastructure, education and health care w ||l
enri ch poor countries and open new opportunities for them

New roads and railways will enable themto ship out their goods at
better prices, while their inports will cost theml ess.

The poor countries neverthel ess | ack resources, he noted, and the funds
for infrastructure could be raised froman international tax for the
devel opnent of poor countries.

Dr Mahat hir said countries al ready had agreenents on doubl e taxati on and
extending this concept to a worl dwi de i nternational taxation woul d not be
too difficult.
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