05/ 07/ 2004
Deci si on on noni nati ons soon

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Ahmad Fairuz O hman

BANG , Sun. - The Umo suprene council will neet soon to deci de whet her

t he Kepal a Bat as and Pekan Ummo di vi si ons have t o nomi nate candi dates for
top party posts for Septenber's party el ections.

Acting Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d he had
di scussed with Datuk Seri Najib Razak the proposal that the two divisions
stay neutral and decided to | eave the decision to the council.

Kepal a Batas i s headed by Abdul | ah while Najib, who is carrying out the
duti es of Umo deputy president, heads the Pekan division

"The suprene council neeting will be brought forward because | amgoi ng
on an overseas trip but the date has not been fixed yet," he told
reporters after a dial ogue with menbers of Kel ab Penyayang here.

Kel ab Penyayang | ooks after the wel fare of di sabl ed university students.
It has been set up in eight public and two private universities in
col | aboration with Yayasan Budi Penyayang.

Under the party's constitution, Umo divisions hol ding their del egates'
meet i ngs between July 8 and 22 shoul d nake nom nations for all positions
bei ng contested at national | evel. But there have been suggestions for the
Kepal a Bat as and Pekan divi sions to be exenpt fromnom nating candi dat es.

In the past, Umo del egat es gave undue wei ght age to nomi nati ons
forwarded by the divisions headed by the Umo presi dent and deputy
president. They interpreted the choice of the two divisions as an
endor senent by the top | eadership, thereby putting other candi dates at a
di sadvant age.

For exanpl e, when t he Kubang Pasu di vi si on nom nated three nanes for the
vi ce-president positions in 2000, it was i medi ately taken by the
grassroots as a signal that the then Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad want ed party del egates to support the trio.

Abdul | ah today al so advi sed party nmenbers not to resort to extrenme acts
like fighting in the divisional elections.

"It is enbarrassing if a fight breaks out. Because of it, the divisiona
nmeetings can be declared null and void."
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