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Qur scientists to explore Antarctic waters next year

PENANG Wed. - Malaysia's Antarctic research will rise a notch hi gher next
year when three | ocal scientists becone the first Asians to dive in the
icy waters of the "Wite Continent'.

The expedi tion, | ed by Universiti Sains Mal aysia's Professor Dr Zul figar
Yasin, will also see the university's marine taxonom sts Mahadi Mbhanmad
and Sazlina Ml Sal |l eh diving for benthic organi sns (organi snms which live
at the bottomof the sea).

(Taxonomi sts are those who study the classification of plants and
ani mal s according to their presunmed natural relationships.)

They are believed to be the first Asians to explore the waters and
experience the vastness and beauty of what is considered by many as the
"last frontier on Earth".

"Less than five countries in the world, including Australia and Norway,
have so far sent divers to the Antarctica," Zulfigar said after a Press
conference to announce the Second Mal aysi an I nternati onal Sem nar on
Antarctica d obal Laboratory for Scientific and International Cooperation
to be held in Penang fromMay 3 to May 5.

Ahead of the trip, Zulfigar and his teamhave begun rigorous training by
doing trial dives off Senporna in Sabah and Langkaw .

"Al t hough our diving activities have been on-going, we are now
i ncorporating sone of the diving protocols required in the harsh
conditions of the Antarctica, which is surrounded by the storny Sout hern
Ccean, " said Zulfigar, who | ast year led a teamof three USMresearchers
on a three-nmonth research-cumstudy trip to Antarctica with a group of
Australian scientists.

Antarcticais the fifth largest continent and the world's deep freeze,
with the tenperature at -128.6 degrees Fahrenheit. Zulfigar and his team
islikely tointeract with seals, penguins, along with | arge and beauti f ul
sea anenones (nmarine pol yps which resenbl e fl owers) and starfish during
their dive.

Al so present at the Press conference was USM School of Bi ol ogi cal
Sci ences dean Professor Mashhor Mansor.

Next week's seminar is an effort to facilitate the pronotion of
scientific research by Mal aysi an scientists on Antarcti ca.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad will present a keynote
address at the sem nar.
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