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O Mal aysi an astronauts and clean toilets

By Ahrmad A. Talib

YQU never get a clean toil et when you need one. If you're on the road, and
have to answer the call of nature, you have no choi ce but to do your thing
i n somewhat unheal thy surroundi ngs. Do a qui ck survey anong your friends
and they all have stories to tell about the sorry and di sgusting state of
Mal aysi an public toilets.

Sonehow, with all the hype about the country's march towards Vi sion
2020, and the drive towards a Malaysia that is Cenerlang, Genm | ang and
Terbil ang, we seened to have | ost sight of the need to have clean toil ets.
We' ve done well to develop the country to where it is now, and there's
proni se of nore to cone

But we still have to do battle with dirty toilets. Wth the exception of
t he North-Sout h hi ghway, no one can claimto have clean toilets. The
Tai pi ng Muni ci pal Council operates clean toilets, thanks to its hard-
driving and result-oriented chief. But these are far and f ew bet ween.

| had the unpl easant task of trying to explain to a couple of foreign
tourists who asked why we don't have clean toilets. | just couldn't
explain ...l was at the fanmpbus Tenerl oh Patin stopover shops for drinks
and to answer the call of nature when | net the two tourists. They had
t hei r handkerchi efs over their noses and it wasn't difficult to see why.

One has to pay 20sen to use the toilet. The queue was long since it was
t he weekend. And tenpers were short.

An elderly man was telling off a younger lad in jeans and scruffy t-
shirt to mind his manners and join the queue. A young nother with a
toddl er was desperately trying to catch the attendant's attention

Bal di ada di dalam("the pail is inside"), the attendant shouted to the
young not her. The | ady attendant was not having a good day, | thought. It
wasn't an orderly sight. Neither was it friendly.

I was wal ki ng back to nmy car when the two tourists asked if there were
other public toilets nearby. Since I'mnot fromTenerloh, | wasn't able to
tell them but they obviously wanted to tell sonmeone their story.

Calling hinself David, the younger man said: "I love this country of
yours. You people are so friendly. You snmle alot, and your beach is
beautiful. Your food may be a little oily but that's not too bad because
you have pl enty of choices. But nan, you nust do sonet hi ng about your
toilets! They just stink!"

David the tourist is not the only person who has conpl ai ned about our
dirty public toilets. And such conpl ai nts are not hi ng new, either

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad used to conpl ain hard
about public toilets. Stories are told of officers making sure toilets in
their establishments are cl ean before Dr Mahathir arrived for visits.

Many a time he would wal k into toilets in government buildings just to
i nspect whet her they were cl eaned or not. Such attention oftenresult in
knee-j erk responses fromthe rel evant authorities. Before |l ong, the
toilets would be dirty again

Travelling long distance to and fromthe east coast can be a tiring and
stressful experience, especially on single-lane roads when one foll ows a
tinber-laden lorry. Which expl ai ned why sone travel |l ers showed cl ear
evi dence of frayed nerves when confronted by dirty toilets and rude
attendant s.

There nust be a real and long-termsolution to our toilet woes. Perhaps
every Menteri Besar and Chi ef M nister shoul d be made responsi bl e for



these toilets. They should insist that every Wakil Rakyat nmake it their
duty to ensure that public toilets are clean, dry and i n working
condi tion.

Thei r scope shoul d not be confined to public toilets al one but shoul d
cover petrol stations, shops and eateries, too.

It just doesn't nake sense that when we are tal ki ng about sendi ng our
own astronauts to space, we seemto have forgotten one of the basic needs
of everyday life - clean public toilets.

East coast hi ghway

ROAD users travel I i ng to Pahang, Terengganu and Kel antan are wai ti ng
anxi ously for the opening of the east coast hi ghway. Anyone who is
famliar with the route to the east coast will knowthat they nust have
t he pati ence and endurance to drive to Kuantan and onwar ds.

If you are stuck behind a slownoving lorry, you just have to be patient
and wait for the overtaking | ane, which may be nmany kil onetres away. But
now t hat a new hi ghway wi ||l be opened, at | east to Kuantan, travellers are
eager to nmake nore trips there. A new highway will be a big boost to
busi ness, to say the | east.

Pahang State Executive Councillor for Touri sm Datuk Maznah Mazl an
shoul d be happy as this will nmean nore tourists to her state.

| had a brief chat with her a few days ago and she was trying to find
new ways to pronote tourismin Pahang.

The new hi ghway opens a | ot nore opportunities to states on the east
coast and Maznah shoul d capitalise on this.

( END)
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