12/ 03/ 2004

Masitah to face i ncunbent in battle of the schol ars

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - A battle of Muslimscholars is set to take place for
the Bal i ng parlianmentary seat between popul ar noti vati onal speaker Dat uk
Dr Masitah Ibrahimfor the BN, and Pas incunbent and forner i mamof Masjid
Negara, Taib Azanuddi n Mohd Tai b.

Kedah Bari san Nasi onal is banking on the appeal of the fresh-faced
newcomer agai nst Tai b Azanuddi n, who wi || be defending his seat.

The 39-year-old Masitah's popul arity was evident when her appearance to
accept the appointrment letter fromfornmer Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad was greeted with | oud appl ause fromthe huge crowd at the Menteri
Besar's official residence in Seri Mntal oon today.

Dr Masitah is anong the four wonen candi dates fiel ded by Kedah BN f or
two parlianentary and three state seats.

Li mBee Kau wi | | be defendi ng her Padang Serai parlianentary seat, while
newconers for the state seats are busi nesswonman Khal i dah Adi bah Ayob
(Bukit Kayu Hitanm) and Kedah Puteri Umo chi ef Suraya Yaacob (Sungai
Ti ang) .

When net afterwards, the Alor Star-born Dr Masitah said she woul d be
acconpani ed by her husband Abdul Shukor Abu Bakar, 39, throughout the
canpai gn peri od.

"l have switched of f ny handphones and relayed all calls to ny husband's
phone to ensure that | can concentrate on the task," said Masitah, adding
t hat her husband woul d be her canpai gn nmanager.

Despite this being her debut in electoral politics, she didnot findit
strange to contest in Baling and expressed confi dence of her chances in
taki ng on Tai b Azanuddi n.

Dr Masitah |isted her clean i mage and her extensive background in Islam
as her canpai gn weapon.

"My entry al so shows that Miuslimschol ars are conming out to prove that
they can be rel evant in today's nodern worl d. The new i nproved set of
condi tions for canpai gning has also attracted me to come in.

"I amkeen to do ny part in helping to explain the real neani ng of
Islami c struggles to the rakyat."

She felt being a womman Musli mschol ar contesting in politics should not
be an issue.

"The nost inmportant thing is our willingness to serve the people.”

Meanwhi | e, Tai b Azanuddi n sai d he was confi dent the people in Baling
woul d still vote for him

He admitted that Dr Masitah's nom nation took hi mby surprise, but felt
he could still defend his seat.

"I't is her right to stand for election but | amvery sure that | can
secure a second termbecause | have worked for the rakyat for the past
five years," he said.
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