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A d Special Branch hand recalls rough days and a "l ousy job

FORMER Speci al Branch Deputy Director Datuk Yaw Kong Yew, 70, was bornto
a very poor famly in I poh. He had seven siblings. H s father, who ran a
smal | business selling ice blocks, could barely feed them

To l essen the fam ly's burden, Yaw was sent to Tel uk Anson (now Tel uk
Intan) to help an uncle run a foodstall when he was ei ght years old. An
el der brother was sent to another uncle in Tai pi ng who ran a sundry shop.

Yaw went back to his famly in I poh when his uncle died three years
| ater. He made noney selling the Kin Kok eveni ng Chi nese newspaper

"I'd get 20 copies, run as fast as | could to sell the newspapers.
Peopl e were keen to buy newspapers because they wanted to know when the
War woul d end. | nade enough to have savings."

Then the War cane to an end and as conpetition got keener, Yaw sw tched
to selling chocol ates and ci garettes snuggl ed out of the Britishmlitary
est abl i shrent .

"l parked nmyself in Ipoh Central with two baskets of chocol ate and
cigarettes. | was naki ng good noney because peopl e were desperate for
chocol ates and cigarettes. They had not had any for years."

Yaw had hi s primary education at Yuk Hwa Chi nese primary school. As |uck
woul d have it, Yaw becane a good football player and he was tal ent spotted
by a Brot her Eugene who paved the way for himto study at St Mchael's
I nstitution.

"Brot her Eugene hel ped me to junp fromprimary six to FormThree. |

studied like nad. It was very tough. | got zero for essay witing
everytine."
He conpleted FormV with Grade |11 which was not good enough for the

Civil Service. So, he took up a post to teach English at Tanah Hi tam
Chi nese School, in Chenor, Perak.

To suppl enent his i ncome, he got the headrmaster to allow himto teach
all five periods of English in the norning so that he could rush to the
Tun Sambant han private school, in Sungai Siput, toteach in the afternoon.

He woul d rush back to teach eveni ng cl asses at Tanah Hi tam Chi nese
School

"Because there were no English classes in the evening, | taught
Mat hemat i cs and si ngi ng of Chi nese songs. These cl asses were attended by
overage students. There were 20-year-ol d rubber tappers in Standard Three

"To the annoyance of the other teachers, ny singing class proved very
popul ar. The ot her cl asses woul d be di srupt ed because everybody wanted to
join in the singing."

After teaching for one year, Yawresat his Senior Canbridge as a private
candi date and passed with a Grade Il and a credit in English.

This allowed himto join the police training centre in Kuala Lunpur in
1955. After conpleting his training, he was posted to Bukit Aman police
headquarters under two very experienced British Special Branch Oficers,
M H. Day and T.H Mboney.

"l didn't want to join the Special Branch because we were all very proud
of wearing the police uniformand you couldn't do that in the Special
Branch. Nobody knew who you were.

"I't was considered a |l ousy job. Then | got into interrogation which was
t he | ousi est of |ousy jobs.

"But | didn't have a choi ce because there were 36 people in the squad,
but only six were Chinese, and only two were Chi nese-educated



"l couldn't have got better mentors. For one whol e year, they taught ne
how to do basic things |like report witing and assess intelligence
reports."

A year |ater, Yaw asked to be transferred out because he wanted to do
some ground work.

He ended up in Kuala Lipis, which was a one-street town at the time, and
spent what he call ed t he happi est four years of his |life as a Pahang State
footbal | er.

This was followed by a two-year stint in Mal acca where he interrogated
many communi sts and Chi na student returnees.

He was very thorough in his work. Wereas other officers wote 10 pages
of observations intheir reports, he wote 40. This drewthe notice of
headquarters and he was sel ected to join a centralised specialist
interrogation unit based in Bukit Aman.

The unit which conprised six Chinese and two Mal ay of ficers was headed
by a very experienced specialist fromthe Colonial Ofice in London

"Qur job was to take on senior hardcore communi sts and train up
interrogators inthe States. After three nonths of intensive training, our
skills were put to good use because the Confrontation began.

"l becane very proficient and got pronotion early as section head. One
case can take a year to conplete. | had to study him know his character
mentality, likes and dislikes. Then | had to interrogate hi mand
rehabilitate him In the end, | would know himas well as | know ny own
hand. "

Bet ween 1966 and 1970, Yaw was pl aced on attachnment in the Sarawak
police force because of the intensification of communi st activitiesin
that State

As a highly active sportsman, Yaw thought he had an iron constitution
and coul d as such take on any chal | enge. But the stress of his work began
to show and he was di agnosed with the heart condition, angina, at
the age of 36.

"I landed in hospital for three weeks and was on nedi cal |eave for three
nmont hs. When | went back to work | was given administrative duties,

i ncl udi ng training.

"The advantage was | was | ecturing seni or peopl e and when t hey becane
state directors they remenbered nme. So every time they needed an
i nterrogator, they would ask me to take charge of the i nterrogation."”

In the 1970s, Yawwas recalled to do intelligence reporting and |iaison
wor k. This proved to be a Godsent because the contacts that he devel oped
during this period were to be a great help to hi mwhen he was tasked by
former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and former | nspector-Cenera
of Police Tan Sri Rahi mNoor to persuade CPM| eaders to cone forward for
peaceful negotiations in 1987.

"My network of contacts was ready-built. | just called up ny contacts.
Those who coul dn't hel p i ntroduced e to those who coul d.

"CGeneral Kasem head of the Thai Special Branch, is an old contact and a
very good friend of nmine. He was the one who introduced nme to Genera
Kitti, Fourth Regi on Army Commander who was in charge of the whol e of
sout hern Thai | and.

"CGeneral Kitti was very inportant. He gave ne a | ot of help. He al so
acted as chairman and arbitrator during negotiati ons between the CPMand
the Mal aysi an Governnent in Phuket in 1989."

Yawretired in 1992. A divorcee, Yaw keeps hi nsel f busy pl ayi ng gol f,
goi ng hi ki ng, clinbing nountains and spending time with his three children
and two grandchildren. H s daughter and el dest son are | awyers. The ot her
sonis a pilot.
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