12/ 05/ 2004

NGOs to have a say on | aw on sexual viol ence

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Non-governnental organisations will have a say on the
amendnents to the | aw on sexual violence before they are tabled in
Par | i anent .

They will be asked to give their input after a draft of the anendnents
has been prepared by the Attorney-General's Chanbers and ot her government
agenci es.

This is the first time that NGOs are being gi ven the chance to shape
| egislation at such a late stage in the | aw nmaki ng process.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi announced thi s nove at a
di al ogue with NGOs today.

He said he had directed Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment
(Legal Affairs) Datuk Seri Radzi Shei kh Ahrmad and Wonen, Family and
Conmuni ty Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil to neet
NGOs after amendnents were nade.

"That way, the amendnents will truly take i nto account the concerns of
t he peopl e through the NGOs," he said.

The draft anendnents will cover a broad range of issues related to
sexual viol ence, including punitive nmeasures, broadeni ng t he definition of
rape to include penetration by objects and t he adm ssi on of evi dence by
child victins through video recording.

Representatives fromwonen's organi sations enbraced Abdul | ah' s st at ement
t oday.

Ramani Gurusany, deputy president of the National Council of Wnen's
Organi sations, said: "This is a great thing for NGOs. It's very
significant because it's the first tine the Government is willing to get
public opinion on a Bill before it becones an Act."

Mal aysi an Al DS Counci |l president Datuk Mari na Mahat hir said: "The final
form(of the amendnents) has to be acceptable. If it gets passed t hrough
Parlianment and sonething is wong withit, thenit's very hard to change.
But now we get to provide input at other stages, which is a very new
thing."
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