24/ 08/ 2004

Don't tolerate extrem sts, says Dr M

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Extrem sts or so-called cultural or |anguage purists
shoul d not be tolerated, forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d today.

"It is dismal to note that there are groups of Ml aysian Chi nese whose
aimis to convert the country into another China. The Mal ays, on the other
hand, expect everyone el se to subscribe to no other |anguage but Malay,"
he sai d.

"This kind of chauvinismshould not be accepted. Not if they are
residing in Ml aysi a.

"W do not see extrem st Indians only because their nunber is small," he
said, adding that a strong najority voice could easily break any attenpt
by extrenists to exert control

This trend was a good thing, he said, as no race would want its culture
to dimnish or be assimlated with anot her.

"It is clear the Chinese and the Indians do not want to assimlate with
the Mal ays, so we nust allow these cultural differences to be retained and
at the sanme tine harnonise and tolerate ethnic, religious and cultura
differences."

Speaki ng at the Perdana Di scourse Series at the Perdana Leadership
Foundati on here, he said Mal ays had nade adjustnments in ensuring the
nation enjoyed continued harnony and stability, including acknow edgi ng
Mal aysia as a nultiracial country.

This, he said, put the race above sone other "l andowners” who refused to
accept immgrants into their homel and.

"The phil osophy of sharing the cake has hel ped strengthen the nation,"
he sai d.
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