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Johari aware of the heavy responsibility

El i zabet h John

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Datuk Johari Baharumis aware of the high standards
expected of himas the Bari san Nasi onal candi date for the Kubang Pasu
parlianmentary constituency.

He knows he has to maintain them After all, his predecessor was
Mal aysia's Prinme Mnister of 22 years, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

"I't wll not be easy," he admitted.

Johari, whois the first political secretary to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , said he feels the pressure of having to
mai ntain the 10,138 vote majority secured in 1999

Wil e the constituency is considered the safest and a BN st ronghol d,
Johari, 49, does not want to | eave anything to chance. Not only that, he
hopes to obtain a bigger najority.

He will face retired Universiti Utara Malaysia |l ecturer Dr Abd |Isa
I snail .

If he has | earnt anything fromserving two Prine Mnisters, it is howto
deal with difficult people and difficult situations, Johari said.

"Yes, there are hardcore Pas supporters and BN s najority was
consi derably reduced i n 1999 but i ssues that caused probl ens then are no
| onger present."

Johari, who hails fromKanpung Paya Nong M in Changl oon, 45 m nutes
fromthe Ml aysi a- Thai | and border, has wi tnessed Kubang Pasu transforned
froma sl eepy backwater into a fast devel oping district boasting a
uni versity and an i ndustrial zone.

He said: "Arepresentative nmust be willing to serve at all times and not
just at election time."

Asked if his position in Abdullah's office woul d cause voters to view
himas just another VIP | ooking for a step up the political |adder, he
sai d:

"I rose fromthe ranks, | have clinbed trees to string up BN banners and
driven lorries to deliver posters, | have sat cross-1egged on the floor to
share neal s with peopl e here.

"I had to work my way up and it has taken ne along tinme ... 24 years to

rise fromnenber to division deputy chief.

"I amnot |ike others who secure top positions soon after joiningthe
division," said the father of four, who worked his way up froma schoo
teacher to a degree holder and is now studying for an MBA

Johari says he may never match his predecessor, but will try to be the
waki | rakyat peopl e expect - one who is always avail abl e.
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