25/ 07/ 2004

Naj i b renmi nds contenders to abi de by “gag order'

PEKAN, Sat. - Datuk Seri Najib Razak has called on contenders for posts in
t he comi ng Umo el ections to abide by the directive not to nake Press
statements.

Naji b, who won the party deputy presidency uncontested, said the "gag
order", issued by the party's managenent committee, was to curb excessive
canpai gni ng.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the conmttee felt it was necessary to
stop the "mud slinging" between candidates in the nmedia as it coul d danage
the party.

"We do not want themto use the Press to insult each other or throw
basel ess accusati ons which can harmthe i mrage of the party."

Najib said this after presenting dividends to participants of the Orang
Asli Resettlenment Project at Kampung Sawah Bat u, Bebar, today.

I n Kual a Lunmpur, Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n expressed
t he hope that Youth del egates to the party's general assenbly in Septenber
woul d choose the right candi dat es.

"I hope they will pick those who represent the novenent's struggle and
chal | enges.

"Candi dat es shoul d be chosen for their capability and ability to
contribute to the party,"” he said at Stadi umJuara Bukit Kiara.

Sone 70 aspirants will fight it out for the 20 seats in Umo Youth's
executive council elections in Septenber.

H shamuddi n sai d nore than 80 per cent of the aspirants were new f aces.

Atotal of 195 names were nomni nated for the seats.

Anong them are Dat uk Mukhriz Mahathir, former National Msque chief imm
Dat uk Firdaus I smail and t he novenent' s executive secretary, Harrison
Hassan.
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