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Action Plan on creativity soon

Koh Lay Chin

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - There will be a national "Action Plan on Forging the
Creativity Agenda" by the end of March, the outcone of an international
forumparticipated by panellists such as Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,

Prof essor M S. Swani nat han and several Nobel Laureates.

As part of the plan to produce a Mal aysi an Nobel Prize wi nner by 2020, a
chal | enge thrown by Dr Mahathir in 1998, the International Forumon
Creativity will be held on March 20-22 at the Securities Conm ssion in
Bukit Kiara here.

Organi sing conmi ttee chai rman Prof essor Datuk Dr Mazl an & hman sai d t he
Action Plan woul d forge the creativity agenda for the country towards
achi evi ng excell ence in various fields, especially in science and
t echnol ogy.

"It will outline the strategic plan and it will be action-orientated. W
have t o go beyond not her hood statenents; that is why we are not callingit
a declaration," she said.

She said part of the Action Plan was to set up groups that would un
dert ake hi gh-powered, world-class and i nnovative research that woul d take
Mal aysi a towards t he Nobel Prize.

"W nning the Nobel Prize is just the apex of the entire creativity
nmovenment. But the apex cannot exist by itself, so we are hoping there wll
be a foundation that will build towards that," she said.

The forumis being held in conjunction with the openi ng of the Nobel
Prize Centenni al Exhibitionthened "Cultures of Creativity: Individuals
and Mlieus", to be held a the National Science Centre fromMarch 20 to
June 27.

There wi Il be six sessions participated by i nternational scientists and
speakers such as The Nobel Foundati on executive director Professor Svante
Li ndqvi st, The Creativity Centre co-founder Dr Marilyn Fryer fromthe
Uni t ed Ki ngdom St ockhol mSchool of Economics secretary of the Committee
for the Econom cs Prize Professor Peter Englund and Hoseo University
president Professor Kun Mo Chung.

From Mal aysi a, participants include Institute of Strategic and
International Studies chairman Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Sopi ee, Foreign M nister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and Mal aysi an I nstitute of Econoni ¢ Research
executive director Dr Mohamed Ariff.

The forumw || be opened by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad
Badawi , who wil|l give a keynote address entitled "A Culture of Creativity
for a Progressive Society".

The hi ghlight of the forum Mzl an said, would be the “Premn er Forum
wi th panel lists Dr Mahathir, plant geneticist Swam nathan, who has been
descri bed as the "~ Fat her of Econonic Ecol ogy', and two Nobel Laureates
whose attendance have yet to be confirned.

She sai d t he organi sing conmit ee was hoping to get Professor Ahnad
Zuwai | , Nobel Laureate in Chemi stry for 1999, as one of them

"I'f he cannot come we are hoping t hat video conferencing can be done. W
are al so targetting Leo Esaki (1973 Nobel Laureate in Physics)."

The forumis goingto filled with "interesting storytelling" that wll
descri be the environnent and background of Nobel Prize winners that led to
creative thinking, such as educational institutes that produced several
| aur eat es.

"There has been no one event that | would call the cornerstone. | am



hoping this forumwi Il be a turning point because we cannot go back to the
way we use to do things," she said.

She wi Il be presenting the Action Plan, the cul mination of the
di scussions and views in the forum on the | ast day.

The Action Plan will then be handed over to Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Seri Law Hi eng Ding, who will give the closing
speech at the forum
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