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Mal aysi a, | ndonesia sign MU on workers

By Amy Chew
MALAYSI A and | ndonesi a yest erday si gned a nenor andumof under standi ng to
addr ess t he probl emof over 500,000 illegal I ndonesi an workers seeki ng

enpl oyment in the country.

The MoU seeks better protection for the | ndonesi an workers and greater
responsi bility fromMal aysi an enpl oyers such as provi di ng i nsurance
coverage for accidents and nedical care.

"Wth the MoU, we can address the problemof illegal workers. |
understand that apart fromthe | egal aspect, it also concerns their
wel fare," sai d Human Resources M ni ster Dat uk Fong Chan Onn after the
si gni ng cerenony wi th I ndonesi an Labour M ni ster Jacob Nuwa Wea.

"W have specified in the MoU that every worker has to be covered by the
wor kers' conpensati on pact. They (enpl oyers) have t o purchase i nsurance
for their workers," said Fong.

He said the pact would conme into effect on July 1.

The MoUis aresult of alnmost two years of arduous work invol vi ng many
departnents in both countries.

I ndonesi a and Mal aysi a started working on the MoUin md-2002 after a
crackdown on ill egal workers which resulted in thousands of themfl eeing
the country to avoi d tough new | abour | aws. Those caught working illegally
face caning, fines and inprisonment.

Rel ati ons becane strai ned when Ami en Rais, the Speaker of | ndonesia's
hi ghest | aw maki ng body, the People's Consultative Assenbly, warned t hen
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri (now Tun) Dr Mahathir Mhamad that he was
"playing with fire".

Rai s has just entered for the presidential election due to be held on
July 5.

I ndonesi a wants t he nunber of donestic workers in Mal aysia to be reduced
intandemwi th an increase i n I ndonesi ans working in the formal sector.

"I want the nunmber of domestic helpers (in Malaysia) to be reduced. |
want to have nore people working in the formal sector. | will try to
i ncrease the standard of human resources here t hrough education,” said
Nuwa W\éa.

According to Fong, Indonesia's efforts to reduce the nunber of
I ndonesi an donestic helpersisinlinewth the Governnent's |ong-term
stance of reduci ng dependency on foreign | abour.

"Inthelong run, it is consistent with Malaysia's stance. W want to
reduce our dependence on foreign workers, including foreign maids.

"We have to re-exani ne the ways whi ch we performour househol d chores so
that we can greatly reduce our dependence on foreign | abour," said Fong.
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